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OUTSIDE THE OLD HOUSE OF DELEGATES CHAMBER

IN THE ROTUNDA NEAR HIS BUST

War of 1812 Society Historian, Peter E. Broadbent, Jr. Esquire represented the Society and presented President Taylor’s accomplishments during the War of 1812 
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Zachary Taylor was born on November 24, 1784 in Barboursville, Orange County, VA. He died in Washington, DC on July 9, 1850 at age 65. He is buried at 4701 Brownsville Road, (Route US 42) Louisville, KY. He is interred in the mausoleum shown above in the Zachary Taylor National Cemetery.
November 24, 2010

Comments by Peter E. Broadbent, Jr. on behalf of the Society of the War of 1812 in Virginia at the Virginia State Capitol ceremony honoring the 226th birthday of 

President Zachary Taylor.

The Society of the War of 1812 in Virginia is pleased to be here to honor Zachary Taylor as a hero of that war.


He began his military career in 1808 when he was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the United States Army.


By 1810, he was promoted to Captain, serving on the western frontier.


In 1811, Captain Zachary Taylor took command of Fort Knox, on the Wabash River, near Vincennes, Indiana, on the border of Indian Territory.


These were perilous times on the frontier. One of the causes of the War of 1812 was American anger at British agents arming and inciting Indian tribes on the western frontier. The Shawnee chief Tecumseh and his brother the Prophet were rallying all the Indian tribes of the old Northwest to unite against the expansion of American settlers.


Following the declaration of the War in June 1812 between the United States and Britain, British agents quickly incited their Indian allies to open warfare on the western frontier.


With the outbreak of war, Captain Zachary Taylor was transferred to command Fort Harrison, an outpost further north on the Wabash River, near present-day Terre Haute, Indiana.


There, at the Battle of Fort Harrison, from September 4, 1812 to September 11, 1812, Captain Zachary Taylor and 20 men held off an attack and a siege by 600 Indians until a relief force arrived.


Zachary Taylor was promoted to Major following the battle, and subsequently participated in actions along the frontier, including the Second Tippecanoe Campaign of November 1812.


In September 1814, he established Fort Johnson on the Mississippi River, about 100 miles north of St. Louis, to command that portion of the Mississippi.


His service throughout the War of 1812, including his heroism at the Battle of Fort Harrison, prepared him well for the remainder of his 42-year military career, including his even greater accomplishments during the Mexican War.


We honor him today for that service, particularly his service in the War of 1812, in which he helped preserve America’s independence and right of westward expansion.

[Further notes:


The Battle of Fort Harrison is sometime described as the first American land victory of the War of 1812.


Not only were the defenders (15 soldiers and 5 civilians) outnumbered roughly 30 to 1, by a force of 600 Indians drawn from five different tribes, but the defenders only had 20 rounds or less of ammunition apiece. 

In the initial attack, the palisaded fort was set on fire by the Indians. As the fire burned out of control, the defenders’ situation was desperate. A 20-foot section of the burning palisade collapsed, and the Indians began to pour into the fort. Rallied by Captain Zachary Taylor under the cry “Taylor Never Surrenders,” the Americans fought so fiercely that they drove back the Indians and were able to fill the gap in the fort’s wall. The defenders’ food supply was destroyed in the fire, however, so the ensuing siege by the Indians left the Americans quite uncomfortable until a relief force arrived a week later.]







