War of 1812 State Historical Marker Sign / General Joel Leftwich  to be Dedicated May 14th 2011

There is a Virginia Historic Road Marker being erected to commemorate the service of General Joel Leftwich and that of the Virginia Brigade in the War of 1812. The marker will be placed on U.S. Route 460 west just before the first Bedford City exit. If coming on 460 East, the third Bedford exit. This site is basically in front of the shopping center where Walmart and McDonalds is located. The actual address is 1126 East Lynchburg Salem Turnpike, Bedford, VA 24523. This placement was based on this location having high visibility and also having sufficient shoulder and nearby parking space for it to be relatively safe for those wanting to read the marker to be able to do so as well as being centrally located to locations important in Joel Leftwich's life.   

 A dedication service for the marker is set for Saturday May 14 at 2:00 p.m., rain or shine.   

The agenda for this service (held in corner of the shopping center parking lot overlooking the sign) is as follows: 

2:00: Welcome and introductions by Cham Light including identification of all direct descendants of Joel Leftwich in attendance   

2:10: Invocation / opening prayer by Rev. Todd M. Vie, St. Paul's Episcopal Church     

2:15: Remarks on General Joel Leftwich, the VA Brigade in the War of 1812 etc. by Stuart Lee Butler. As you know Stuart is retired from the National Archives and wrote the book entitled Real Patriots and Heroic Soldiers: General Joel Leftwich and the Virginia Brigade in the War of 1812. Stuart also serves on the Virginia State Commission for the Commemoration of the War of 1812 and it is Stuart who proposed the sign and did the paperwork etc for the wording.   

2:30: Reading of short bio on Jabez Leftwich, brother of Joel Leftwich and Brigade Inspector General by Ray Tarpley, third great grandson   

2:35: Reading of short history of the Uriah Leftwichs family members in the War of 1812 by Dave Howard   

2: 40: Reading of the names of the soldiers in the Brigade who died during the period of the War of 1812 service,  there were 33 soldiers who died from the First Regiment and 11 who died from the Second Regiment 

2:55: Benediction / closing prayer of dedication of the marker by Rev. Vie   

3:00: Very brief closing remarks by Cham Light 

A program will be furnished with the agenda, a summary of the life of Joel Leftwich, including the names of all his siblings, the names of all the descendants of General Joel Leftwich (this may be rather problematic) and the wording of this sign as well as the marker at Point Pleasant (where the Kanawha River joins the Ohio River) in West VA which details the departure from that fort of General Joel Leftwich and the Brigade for their march to Fort Meigs.   

The program will include a listing of all those individuals who have made a contribution to the road marker. For those who have made a contribution and are unable to attend the event I will send out a copy of the program and photos.     

The wording on the Virginia marker is as follows: 

                                            Joel Leftwich (1760-1846) 

Within a few miles of here lived and died Joel Leftwich, militia general, legislator, justice of the peace, and Revolutionary War veteran. In the War of 1812, he commanded a brigade of Virginia militia that marched in the winter of 1812-1813 to assist Gen. William Henry Harrison defeat the British in Ohio. While there, his men helped build Fort Meigs, the largest wooden- palisaded fort in North America. In the summer of 1814, he also commanded a militia brigade that marched to the outskirts of Baltimore to assist in protecting Washington and Baltimore from further British threats. 

The marker at one of the entrances to the Fort Randolph at Point Pleasant, West VA was erected in 19?? and reads as follows: 

                                                                     War of 1812 

On October 20, 1812, the western Virginia Brigade of Militia under command of General Joel Leftwich embarked here for the Ohio frontier to join the Northwestern Army for service in the Second War with England.

