SOCIETY OF THE WAR OF 1812 IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

OBJECTIVES

WHEREAS, in the Providence of God, victory having crowned the forces of the United States of America, in upholding the principles of the Nation against Great Britain in the conflict known as the War of 1812; we the descendants of those who participated in that contest, have joined together to perpetuate its memories and victories; to collect and secure for preservation rolls, records, books and other documents relating to that period; to encourage research and publication of historical data, including memorials of patriots of that era in our National history; to cherish, maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom, and to foster true patriotism and love of country.

THE CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I
The Society shall be known as THE SOCIETY OF THE War of 1812 IN THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

ARTICLE II
Membership
Any male person who is a LINEAL descendant of one who served during the War of 1812 in a military service of the United States, offering PROOF thereof satisfactory to the Registrar, and of good moral character and reputation, may become a member of this Society when approved by the Registrar and the Registrar General.

The following service and NO OTHER shall be regarded as satisfying the requirements of the preceding paragraph:

(1)     Service as an officer or enlisted man in the United States Army, Navy, Marine

Corps, Revenue Marine, Flotilla Service or Volunteers at any time between 7 November 1811 and 18 July 1815; 

(2)  Service as a member of the ship's company on any public armed vessel of the

United States or any vessel sailing under Letters of Marque and Reprisal issued by the United States at any time between 7 November 1811 and 18 July 1815;

(3)     Service in the Militia of a state or territory or the District of Columbia duly

called out for service against an armed enemy or for coast or border defense

between 7 November 1811 and 18 July 1815; 

(4)     Service in the forces of the United States at the Battle of Tippecanoe on 7 November 1811; 

(5)     Service as the President of the United States, Secretary of War, Secretary of the Navy between 7 November 1811 and 18 July 1815;

(6)     Service as a Governor or Adjutant General of a state or territory of the United States between 7 November 1811 and 18 July 1815. 
NO SERVICE, however, shall be regarded as qualifying if the person who rendered such service voluntarily bore arms against the United States at any time between the dates named or if such person's latest service between such dates was terminated by separation from the service under conditions OTHER than HONORABLE.

COLLATERAL DESCENDANTS who are deemed worthy may be admitted to represent the said participant; provided, always that representation shall be limited to the descendant of either a BROTHER or SISTER of the participant in the War, in right of whose services application for membership is made.

A member in good standing may file one or more supplemental applications, based upon service in the War of 1812 of either his direct or collateral ancestor.

A member of ANY STATE society of the War of 1812 in good standing may be admitted to the Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia as a dual member upon approval by the Board of Direction. A request for Dual Membership shall be submitted in writing to any member of the Society for presentation to the Board of Direction. Dual members are subject to the same dues as regular members, except the General Society of the War of 1812 per capita levy may be paid through their primary state society. 

Any male UNDER the AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS, whose qualifications in regard to ancestry and personal character are as above described, shall be eligible to a qualified membership designated as Junior Membership, such Junior Membership to permit each Junior Member all privileges granted to full membership EXCEPT those of holding office, voting, or of holding any interest in the property or funds of the Society. On attaining the age of eighteen years he shall automatically be vested full membership in the Society.

Any person not qualified for regular membership in the Society of the War of 1812 as herein provided, who has rendered signal service to the Virginia Society or the General Society or to the history of the War of 1812 may be by unanimous vote of approval by the members present at a meeting of the Board or at the Annual Meeting of the Virginia Society, and as subsequently approved by the General Society Registrar, shall be offered honorary membership in the General Society and the Virginia Society. Honorary members shall be entitled to all social privileges of the Society and may attend all meetings of the Virginia Society and the General Society, with the privileges of the floor, but without the right to vote.
ARTICLE III

Admission of Members

An application for membership shall be made in writing, in DUPLICATE, upon forms prescribed by the Society, subscribed by the applicant, setting forth claims of eligibility accompanied by PROOF.

The application and proof shall be submitted to the Registrar. Given a satisfactorily completed application with accompanying proof, as determined by the Registrar and upon recommendation of TWO MEMBERS, the Registrar shall submit the application and proof to the Registrar General for final approval.

Payment of the admission fee and annual dues shall be a prerequisite to admission.

ARTICLE IV

Officers

The officers shall consist of a President, two Vice Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Registrar, a Historian, five Councilors and the last five presidents who together constitute the Board of Direction. All officers shall be elected by ballot at the Annual Meetings by and from members in good standing, except Past-Presidents who by virtue of their previous election to the Society’s highest office need not stand for election again. The term of office is for two years with an officer serving no more than two consecutive terms in the same office.

The first Vice President shall perform the duties of President in the case of disability of the President or a vacancy in the office; and, completion of the previous President’s term shall not render the incumbent ineligible for election to two terms in that office. Terms of office for deputy officers expire with the appointing President’s term. The Board of Direction shall have the authority to add or discontinue any officer title or position.

The Board of Direction shall prescribe details for admission to membership, arrange for meetings and celebrations, provide for the care and safety of books, documents, papers, portraits, relics, and literature relating to the War of 1812 as may be acquired by purchase, gift, bequest or loan. 
ARTICLE V
Meetings
Meetings of the Society shall be held in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Annual Meeting shall be held in the month of June, commemorating the chartering of the Society, 25 June 1982, at Fredericksburg, Virginia.

Meetings of the Society shall be called by the President. And, the President shall call a meeting upon written request of five or more members. Five members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Meetings of the Board of Direction shall be called by the President. And the President shall call a meeting upon written request of three or more members. Three members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

The Order of Business for Annual Meetings shall be:

1. Call to order

2. Invocation

3. Pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

4. Reading of minutes

5. Report of Board of Direction, at meeting of the Society

6. Reports of Officers

7. Reports of Committees

8. Reading of Communications

9. Election of Officers

10.Unfinished Business

11.New Business

12.Adjournment  
ARTICLE VI

The General Society

The Society shall conform to the General Society of the War of 1812 in its Constitution, but shall retain the right to govern its own affairs outside the restrictions prescribed therein. The President may designate five of the members attending the Triennial or other meetings of the General Society delegates representing the Society, one of which shall be the delegate to the Board of Direction to the General Society; and, the President shall have authority to fill vacancies.

ARTICLE VII
Seal of the Society

The Seal of the Society shall be two and one-half (2 1/2) inches in diameter, and shall consist of an eagle displayed in the center of the seal, holding in its talons the American Flag of the Period (fifteen (15) states) with rays of a rising sun above, and wreaths of oak and laurel (emblematic of the valor and victory of our soldiers and sailors), with trophies of cannon, musket, sword and anchor below. The motto of the Society, "For Our Country's Rights" to be placed above the sun's rays in small Roman Capital letters, and the whole to be encircled with a ribbon one-fourth (1/4) of an inch wide, bearing in Plain Roman capital letters, the legend, "The Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia, Founded 1982". The seal to be in conformity with the design of the seal of the General Society of the War of 1812.

The Secretary shall be the custodian of the seal, which shall be used only for the purposes designated by the Society.
ARTICLE VIII

Amendments

The Constitution, except Article IX - By-laws, may be amended by offering a written resolution to that effect at a scheduled meeting of the Society, be recommended by affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present, be included in the notice of the next meeting of the Society and receive approval of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present at such second meeting. Article IX – By-laws may be amended by offering a written resolution to that effect to the Board of Direction prior to it scheduled meeting and receive approval of two-thirds (2/3) of the Board of Direction present at the meeting where the resolution is presented.
ARTICLE IX

BY-LAWS

 Section 1. Admission Fees, Dues and Other Fees

 The Board of Direction shall fix the Admission Fee. Annual Dues are payable at the beginning of each calendar year and the amount shall be the per capita levy of the General Society of the War of 1812 plus the amount fixed by the Board of Direction.  New members pay no Annual Dues until January 1st of the subsequent year of their admission; however, new members admitted after October 1st pay no Annual Dues until 

the second January 1st subsequent to their admission, except they must pay the levy of the General Society that first year.

The Board of Direction shall fix Life Membership Dues for the following member age groups:  65 years and older, 55 years - 64 years, and under 55 years. Life Members are exempt from payment of Annual Dues and the per capita levy of the General Society.

The Board of Direction shall fix the fee for processing Supplemental Applications.

A member in arrears for Annual Dues shall be duly notified by the Treasurer on May 1st following the due date to pay the same within 30 days or be dropped from membership. If the indebtedness is not paid within 30 days from notification, said person shall cease to be a member and shall be so notified by the Secretary. Former members may be reinstated upon payment of Annual Dues, and other fees as deemed proper by the Board of Direction. The Treasurer shall notify the Secretary when a member should be dropped from membership for failing to pay Annual Dues. 

The Secretary shall notify the President, Registrar, Treasurer and the Registrar General when any member resigns, is dropped from membership or is reinstated.
Section 2. Duties of Officers

The President, or in his absence a Vice President, or in his absence a Chairman Pro-Tempore, shall preside at all meetings of the Society or of the Board of Direction and shall exercise the usual function of a presiding officer in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order. The President, with advice and consent of the Board of Direction, may appoint a Deputy Treasurer, Deputy Secretary, Deputy Registrar, Deputy Historian and Deputy Councilors. The President shall be ex-officio a member of all committees. He shall call meetings of the Society or of the Board of Direction or he may designate the Secretary or Deputy Secretary to call such meetings: provided that the members of the Society or of the Board of Direction receive notice ten days in advance of any such meeting. The President or a member designated by him shall represent the Society at assemblies consistent with the objects and purposes of the Society.

The Secretary shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society, keep a record of all meetings of the Society and Board of Direction and perform such other duties as the Society or Board of Direction may reasonably require of him. He shall maintain and periodically publish a Register of Members.

The Treasurer shall collect and be responsible for the funds and securities of the Society and deposit the same in banking or other institutions designated by the Board of Direction to the credit of the Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Such funds shall be drawn by check of the Treasurer to pay legitimate obligations of the Society within limits authorized by a budget approved by the Board of Direction. The Treasurer shall keep a true and accurate account of receipts and disbursements, and he shall report the financial condition of the Society at each Annual Meeting, subject to review by an Auditing committee appointed by the President, which shall report the results of its audit to the Board of Direction. Upon receipt of a dual membership request by the Board of Direction, the Treasurer shall confirm that the applicant is in good standing with his primary state society prior to the Board of Direction’s decision.

The Registrar shall perform the duties required by ARTICLE III of the Constitution.

The Historian shall prepare at least one HISTORICAL PAPER each YEAR. He shall prepare Obituaries of members deceased during his term of office. 

The Board of Direction shall supervise the affairs and management of the Society. 

Section 3. Committees

            The Virginia Society shall have two categories of committees, Standing Committees and Special Committees.

Standing Committees:  The Board of Direction shall establish Standing Committees to address on-going operational functions of the Society. The President shall appoint chairmen and members to the committees, with the exception of the Audit Committee, which requires prior approval by the Board of Direction. The Standing Committees are: Audit, Budget & Finance, Graves Location/Registration, Grave Marking, Membership, Newsletter, Records Depository, Website, and Membership. The Membership Committee shall recommend methods for recruiting new members, publicity related to Society activities, and shall carry out those actions approved by the Board of Direction. 

Special Committees: The Board of Direction may establish Special Committees as needed. The President shall appoint the chairman and the members of such committees, with the exception of the Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee, whose members and chairman are appointed by the Board of Direction, is a recurring Special Committee whose duty it is to recommend the slate of new officers for approval by the Board of Direction. The Nominating Committee chairman shall present the approved nominees to the members for election at the Annual Meeting.  
Section 4.  Administrative changes to the Constitution and By-laws

Administrative changes (e.g., to become compliant with changes made by the General Society) may be made by the Secretary after two-thirds (2/3) sustaining vote by the Board of  Direction of the members present at a meeting, or polled via mail. 

Section 5. Suspension of Rules

Any of the foregoing rules may be suspended at any meeting of the Society or of the Board of Direction by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present.

ARTICL X Dissolution

Under dissolution of the Virginia Society, should such occur, the Board of Direction shall after payment of all liabilities, dispose of all the assets of the Virginia Society of the War of 1812 exclusively for the purpose and in such manner to such an organization or organizations founded and operated for patriotic, charitable, educational, religious, or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify for exemption under section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
THE foregoing IS A TRUE COPY OF THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS of

The Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia, adopted February 25, 2011 at Richmond, Virginia, and reaffirmed and amended on June 4, 2011.
James M. Green, Jr.                                            Jack Maxwell, Jr. 

Secretary                                                             President
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