THE BRITISH CONDUCT RAIDS IN THE SUMMER OF 1813 IN HAMPTON ROADS, VIRGINIA AREA
Descriptions are in the Newport News Daily Press Newspaper shown below .It also shows some uniforms worn during the period and a sword

Mike Lyman possesses this 1812 period artillery sword similar to the one shown in the article below
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Not long after British assault

~ troops stormed past the outnum-
bered defenders of Hampton —
leaving a trail of pillage, murder
and rape in their wake — the alarm
began to sound along the James

raids

“Th anish werssdomg these

The ne; ackmg assaults
played a critical role in the Royal
Navy’s plan to force the United
States torefocusits attention— and
its regular army troops — on the
Chesapeake Bay rather than its

* invasionof Canada.

Theya]soprovldedamron -fisted
answer to the chorus of

mes in" Great Britain
_who demanded that the

WAR OF 1812
IN HAMPTON ROADS

fonﬁ‘er colonies be pun-
for declaring wat,
including the Times of

_ceived their sum-
ety

Roads.

York

~ InFebruary: War
ccomes to Hampton'

June 12: Battle onthe

‘London editors who
* thundered that “America

June19:

News

Island

itish raiding parties that began to.
maraud along the James even
before Rear Adm. George Cock-
burn had withdrawn from Hamp-
ton.
For nearly two weeks, thotisands
of Virginians gazed out over the
water with dread, fearful of catch-
ing sight of a fluttering Union Jack
and the fast shoal-draft barges with
which the Royal Navy carried out
dozens of devastating strikes
against mostly undefended targets.

“Wit thalldnecreeksthatrunmm

water.. So the feeling of helpless—
ness must have been immense;
says curator G. Richard Hoffeditz
Jr. of the Virginia War Museum in
Newport News, which houses a
‘collection- of rare militia weapons
.and uniforms from thewar.

attack off Newport

June 22: An American
of ' surprise at Craney

June 23: British
plﬂaqe Hampton

- Today: Terror along.
theJamesRiver  » ‘peop]

June, however, the com-
_ manders of what was al-

ready an immense and
1c:;:é.&smntly hungry fleet

all the sheep,
pigs, cattle;corn and barrels of flotr -
they can layﬂlelrhmds on — and
dlerewerealotoﬂg’osm' usfarms

- on June 28, smaller raiding parties

from the hungry fleethad left atrail -

W’:ght militia repu]sed severa.l
boats during a spirited

the Pagan River near Srmthﬁeld,
notes Williamsburg historian ‘Stu-
artL. Butler, retired assistant chief.
of the military archives branch of
the National Archives, in “Defend-
ing the Old Dominion: Virginia and
its Militia in the War of1812”

By the time a second raid rowed
within three miles of the town on
July 2, most of the residents had
hedged their bets and fled with
their belongings.

“Even 1f they should succeed in
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and breeches:
were worn by
. Moses Meyer.

wore this rare

example of an
enlisted man’s

MUSEUM OF AR

Above: Elizabeth City Co
riflemen may have worn head-
gear like this clrca]Bllo Below:
ight
have been worn by such local,
cavalry units as Capt. John
Cooper’s York company.
COURTESY OF THE VIRGINIA WAR
MUSEUM

‘just about anything they wanted
- stopped with the squadron’s with-
drawal a

“been sent to Norfolk arri;
. topreventa Julylraid onFour
Tree Plantation, where the British
S d spatch
they
couldload ontheirboars
At nearby Mount Pleasant Plan-
tation, a landing party broke mos
than 120 panes of glass, cut up th
window sashiand trashed the stairs.
Then they punctuated their visitby
stealing 28 sheep, 40 geese and

volley fired by the owners,

r, the angry sailors speedily -
drove: Ethen' assailants andlooted -
,thexr me, leaving little but de-

Several other places in Warwick

oats, as evidenced by Wilson
‘Miles Cary’sloss of 65 sheep,
“The British felt they coul.d do

algng the water;” Butler says.
And they could.”

nearly all ~the the :

- On the'north slde of the James, :
the relentless barges by
tacking Denbigh Plantation. 2
Rather than reu'eahng from the

ibed the 1ack ‘of resist-

ance as ‘disgrace! :
“We havebeenforsome daysm 4
smbe of great constermmon - he

“Nut Tess than 14 of the enemy’s

- rounding

barges, accompamedby an armed
Brig and 6 or tenders, have
engsgedmd:eworksofplundenng
and desolation in our immediate
neighborhood?”

Justdayslater; rheraxd.mgpama

;iretumedtolsleofwightandSurry

attacking and burning vessels and
up livestock at Lawnes
Creek and Hog Island.

By the Sﬂlthey’dprowledasfar
as Sandy Point in Charles City,
sparking panicin Richmond.

Though the rampage finally

few days later; the fear
remained — and it continued to

 resonate wellafter thewar'send, .

_ “The waterways made this a
dangerous place t — and they

" became avenues of invasion and
destruction during the War of1812,”
o5 HamptonHismryMuseumcumtor

J. Michael Cobb says.

“We had very little defense
against anyone who came through
the mouth of the Chesapeake Bay
‘with a p navy. That’s the
reasonwebuﬂtFonMonme

Find murestones about Hamptor.





