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Eight members of the Society 
participated in the unveiling 
of a monument ceremony in 
Dumfries Cemetery, Prince 
William County on June 14, 
2014 that listed War of 1812 
veterans and Revolutionary 
War patriots interred there. 
This ceremony was 
conducted by The Virginia 
Society, SAR in conjunction 
with our society. The funds 
for the monument were also 
from contributions from the 
National & State societies 
U.S. Daughters of 1812 and 
the Prince William Resolves 
Chapter NSDAR.  Shown from 
the left are: First Vice 
President Elect, Walter J. 
Sheffield, Jr; Past President 
Mike Lyman; member Ed 
Truslow;  Past President Thad 
Hartman; Councilor  John M. 
Epperly; President Elect, C. 
Dennis Fritts, member Rick 
Hendrix, and  Deputy 
Councilor, Hugh Markham. 
Thad Hartman was Master of 
Ceremonies and Mike Lyman 
and Hugh Markham 
participated in the combined 
VASSAR and War of 1812 
Color Guard. Hugh Markham 
also fired a musket salute as 
part of the firing party. 

 

Above photo shows some of the attendees and some of the wreaths that were 
presented during the ceremony. A photo of the monument that was unveiled 
follows on page 3. For additional photos visit our website at www.1812va.org 
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President’s Pen:  

DEFENDERS, 

It is an honor and privilege to have been 
elected at the June Annual Muster in 
Petersburg to serve as the Virginia Society 
President from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2016.  

We will soon be coming to the end of the 
Bicentennial Celebration of the War of 1812 
and there are many things the Virginia Society 
can be proud of. Our effort to identify and mark 
graves is a project that has bought the Virginia 
Society a lot of recognition. The effort of Mike 
Lyman to produce the “Burials of War of 1812 
Veterans in Virginia” is a high light of the 
Virginia’s Society contribution to the 
Bicentennial Celebration. Peter Broadbent’s 
service on the Virginia Bicentennial Commission 
has been significant. Several of our members 
have presented talks or written articles on the 
War of 1812. We have a lot to be proud of. 

As the Bicentennial Celebration winds down we 
need to increase our efforts to identify and 
mark the graves of the veterans of the War of 
1812. We need to increase our efforts to raise 
money to support this effort. If anyone has 
ideas on how we might raise more funding to 
support Grave marking please let me know. 

 

 

In the next two years I’d like to see us double 
our membership. This can easily be 
accomplished by every member getting a new 
member. At the annual muster I will 
acknowledge the member who has recruited 
the most new members. 

Another goal is to increase attendance at the 
events the Society conducts. The member who 
participates in the most events will also be 
recognized at the Annual muster! 

All members should consider going to the 
General Society meeting being held in 
Baltimore this September. I would encourage 
you to make your hotel reservation as soon as 
possible because of the limited number of 
rooms. 

Also mark your calendars for 19 September and 
the next Board of Direction meeting. 

I encourage every member to get involved in 
our many endeavors. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Dennis Fritts 

 

Attorney Francis Scott Key witnessed the twenty-five hour bombardment of Fort 
McHenry from a British troopship. He had boarded the ship to negotiate the release 

of an American civilian imprisoned by the British. On September 14, 1814, as the dawn’s early light revealed a 
flag flying over the fort, he was inspired by the sight of the American flag flying over Fort McHenry the morning 
after the bombardment; Key jotted down the lines of the song on the back of a letter. Later, a local printer 
issued the new song. Shortly afterward, two Baltimore newspapers published the song and it then appeared in 
at least seventeen East Coast papers.   [From http://amhistory.si.edu/] 
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More photos from the 
Dumfries Cemetery              

June 14, 2014 

The unveiled monument is 
shown with the Society 

emblems from VASSAR, U.S.D 
of 1812, and our Society from 
whom it was dedicated. Thad 

Hartman, Past President of our 
Society, performed all the 

necessary details to design and 
procure funding from the 

various dedicating societies 
and the coordination 

necessary from the Monument 
Company in Georgia to have 

the monument made and 
delivered and mounted in the 

cemetery. Below, shown is 
President Elect Dennis Fritts 

presenting remarks and 
greetings from our Society. In 
the Musket Salute photo on 
the right is Hugh Markham 

firing a musket. 
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The Society held the Annual Meeting and Luncheon June 7th 2014 in Petersburg at Maria’s Restaurant 

        

 

 

 

Above are some of the attendees. Below are nine new members that were inducted 

Annual Membership Meeting Minutes, 10 AM Saturday, June 7, 2014  
Report of Officers and Committees Chairman and others 

First VP Report 

Reported that the proposed Officers Duties were approved at the Feb. BOD meeting. 
Presented a talk on War of 1812 to the Wythe County Historical/Genealogy Society Workshop (Cont’d next page) 
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Historian’s Report 
Peter Broadbent reported that the War of 1812 
Symposium will be held at Fort Monroe in 
Hampton on June 19-21. There will be various 
speakers and participation is encouraged. He 
reported that the Bicentennial Commission 
expires July 2015 and also reported that there 
will be a seminar Labor Day weekend 2014 in 
Alexandria with a grave marking of 8 markers. 

Committees (Mike Lyman’s Report) 

- Two 1812 articles written by him were 
published in the Northern Neck Historical 
Society Journal.  

- Burial Book has had updates, is in continual 
process, and may need a second edition.  

- Someone is needed to assume the duties of 
Webmaster and Newsletter editor currently 
manned by Lyman. It was suggested an 
assistant be assigned to these duties for 
purposes of transitioning into these duties.  

- Grave marking this year (2014) have included: 
Presidential Wreath Laying for Madison, 
Monroe and Tyler. Also, the 4/12 Lancaster 
County Court Day; 5/3 Ware Episcopal Church 
in Gloucester Co; 5/10 Fauquier Co event in 
Warrenton, 6/7 ; Blandford Cemetery in 
Petersburg; and, 6/14 event at Dumfries 
Cemetery in Prince William Co.  

- Cost for these grave marking have been paid 
in this year’s expenses where we reported a 
surplus of $3,825. 

- Grave Markings events scheduled for 2015 
include: 8/30 or 8/31 at the Old Presbyterian 
Church in Alexandria; Sept 20 Lee Hwy Grave 
Marking in Fairfax Co; 10/5 Belfield Family 
grave  marking in Richmond Co.; Fall 2014 
Goose Creek Cemetery in Loudon Co (major 
event with projected expense of $2000); and, 
Spring 2015 Masonic Cemetery in 
Fredericksburg (major event  with projected 
expense of $1400).   The Color Guard is in 

need of new recruits. Pres. Dickie has 
volunteered to pay for the most expensive 
item, the coat, for new recruits. This is a very 
important part of the Society’s role. 

Second VP Report 

Walt Sheffield gave information on the 
Blandford Cemetery event and welcomed the 
Major of Petersburg.  

Registrar’s Report 

Chuck Poland reported that 17 new members 
have been recruited this year to the Society. It is 
the largest single recruitment year we have 
ever had. Congrats and thanks to Chuck! 
Reasons for such success is due to recruiting 
efforts of Mike Lyman, Chuck, the website and 
SAR contacts.  

Treasurer Report 

President Dickie presented to the Board, in the 
absence of our Treasurer, Shane Newcombe, 
the financial status of our Society. During FY 
2014 we have assets of $24, 245 and reported a 
surplus of $3,825 with income of $12,343 and 
expenses of $8,518.  As a place holder, 
President Dickie motioned that the actual 
receipts and expenditures in FY 2014 constitute 
a working budget for 2015.  Adjustments to the 
budget will be made at the September BOD 
Meeting.  Moreover, budget proposals can be 
voted on by e-mail. The report and motion was 
voted on and passed unanimously. 

New Business 

By Past President, Thad Hartman 
Revisions to the Constitutional Amendments 
were voted on by the Board to include the new 
officer positions in Article 4 to include Chaplain 
and Legal Counsel and passed unanimously.  
 
(Cont’d next page) 
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(Minutes continued) 

In addition, the 5 previous Presidents will serve 
as board members – if unable, the  current 
President will appoint. He gave info on the 
Dumfries Cemetery Ceremony on 6/14 at 2pm 
which will be a major event for nine 1812 
veterans and eleven Rev War patriots. The cost 
to the Society will be $792.  

       Nominations Committee 

Their recommendations were announced for 
the new officers and members of the Board of 
Direction. They were voted upon and elected 
for the next two fiscal years.  At the luncheon 
they were inducted. 
Also, nine of seventeen new members were 
inducted at the luncheon, following the meeting 

Ken Williamson  

Announced a joint grave marking ceremony for 
two family ancestors on 9/7 at 1pm, at 
Bryanstown, MD. 

Charles Belfield 

Announced a ceremony at his family Cemetery 
October 5th honoring his 1812 ancestors. 

Larry G Aaron 

Announced his progress on a new book on 1812 
Veterans in Pittsylvania County                                                          

Mike Lyman Award 

President Dickie presented to Mike the 2014 
General Society  Bicentennial Award with 
cluster for his great efforts to our Society in 
many ways and for the work he has done for 
the benefit of the VA Society. 

A new ribbon was added to our Society flag, 
awarded by VASSAR for contributing to the 
Crossing of the Dan Ceremony. 
 

 
 
 

Other Meeting and Luncheon photos 
Below, left photo is the head table with flags. Right photo is Past President Hartman  

adding the new Crossing of the Dan ribbon to the society flag, held by President Elect Fritts. 
For additional photos of the events shown in this newsletter,  

please visit our society website at www.1812va.org 
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The Society unveils a Hugh Monument Commemorating War of 1812 Veterans 
This monument was unveiled June 7, 2014 in the Blandford cemetery in Petersburg following the 

annual Muster and Luncheon. It names ninety-four War of 1812 veterans interred or memorialized 
in the cemetery. Below is the side one photo, the side two inscriptions are seen on the next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Bicentennial Event: Wed 10- Sun 14 
September, Baltimore, MD & Triennial Meeting of the General Society Membership  

All Society Members are welcome. 
Wed 10 Sep thru Sun 14 Sep, Baltimore MD 

Join the Bicentennial Celebration at Ft McHenry 
A Banquet will be held on Thursday 11 Sep at Ft McHenry 

Reenactments are scheduled at Ft McHenry on Friday and Saturday 
A public fireworks display is scheduled for Saturday Night. 
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On the left are the inscriptions from 
side two of the monument. It was 
dedicated by other Societies that 
assisted in financing the total cost of 
about $4500. The General Society War 
of 1812 provided $1000 and the 
National Society U.S. Daughters of 
1812 gave $1400, with the remaining 
$2100 financed by our Society. 

Photo below on left shows 1st VP Elect, 
Walter Sheffield addressing the 
attendees. He did the majority of the 
approvals and arrangements to have 
this monument erected. The photo 
below is the Mayor of Petersburg 
giving greetings, and at the bottom are 
pictured some of the attendees.  
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More photos from the Blandford Cemetery, Monument Unveiling Ceremony June 7, 2014 

 

 

 

 

Above right is a photo of our Society 
Color Guard at the Blandford 
Monument Ceremony. L/R President 
Elect, Dennis Fritts who carried the US 
Flag; Past President, Mike Lyman, the 
Star Spangled Banner flag; Past 
President, Thad Hartman, the Virginia 
State flag; Registrar of the Virginia 
Society Order of Founders & Patriots of 
America, Doug Graves, the OFPA 
Colors; and  Color Guard Chairman, 
(pending), Charles Belfield, our VA 
Society flag. 

Shown is President, Captain John Dickie 
and Virginia State President, Jacque-
Lynn A. Schulman unveiling the 
monument. 

The bottom photo shows the unveiled 
monument with colors posted and with 
the wreaths that were presented. 

The above photo shows Fritts and 
Hartman conducting the unveiling 
ritual. 
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On May 17, 2014 at Old Donation Episcopal Church in Virginia Beach, the Society teamed with others for a plaque that 
lists founders, patriots and veterans interred or memorialized in the church cemetery. The other societies were the 
Order of Founders and Patriots of America; the Society of Colonial Wars; the Society of Colonial Dames XVII Century; 
the Sons of the American Revolution; the Daughters of the American Revolution; the U.S.  Daughters of 1812; and, the 
Virginia Society, Children of the American Revolution.  A photo of the plaque is shown and James White and Stuart 
Butler of our society standing behind the wreath that was presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photos show the presenters  
and the presented wreaths. 

 

 

Society book, “Burials of War of 1812 Veterans in the Commonwealth of Virginia.”:  It was published in October 
2012 by Heritage books, Inc. We paid for 100 copies at one half of the retail price of $45.00 and received 112. On 
hand are five unsold copies. Each remaining copy has an addendum that was printed in February 2014 at a Society 
printing cost of $9.00 each. The selling price to Society members has been set at be $37.50 each. To purchase one of 
the remaining copies contact Mike Lyman at melyman@va.metrocast.net or telephone at 804 436-0206. 
Pending by the Society is a second edition of the book with the over 250 more burials and additional information on 
the over 4400 veterans listed in the book. A consideration is a CD that could include gravestone photos. 

This is an official publication of the War of 1812 
Society in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Inquiries and requests for information should be 
made to the Editor at 

melyman@va.metrocast.net.  For current 
information, visit our website at www.1812va.org 
 

mailto:melyman@va.metrocast.net
mailto:melyman@va.metrocast.net
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IN THE NEWS: Stuart Butler – Speaker at Admiral Cockburn Road Sign Unveiling June 28, 2014 

Councilor Stuart L Butler of the Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia was the Special 
Guest Speaker at the unveiling of a Virginia Historical Road Sign in Hampton, Virginia for Admiral Sir George 

Cockburn. He is the author of several books pertaining to the war in Virginia that include  
Defending the Old Dominion, and Virginia And Its Militia in the War of 1812,  

published 2013 by the University Press of America, Inc. of Lanham, MD 
[http://www.markerhistory.com/admiral-sir-george-cockburn-on-the-chesapeake-marker-wy-102/] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above is the 
unveiled sign. Shown 
below, after the 
ceremony, is Mr. Butler 
with the Curator of the 
Hampton History 
Museum, Mike Cobb, 
with some of the 
attendees in the 
background. The sign is 
erected at the 
intersection of Alleghany 
Road and Chesapeake 
Avenue in Hampton, right 
on the waterfront. 

  

The photo above shows Past 
President Thad Hartman who 
represented our Society and 
presented a wreath at the 
VASSAR “Crossing of the Dan” 
Ceremony, on Feb 23, 2014 at 
South Boston in Halifax County. 

 

New members since the Spring Newsletter:  

Richard Barton Campbell,- Richmond email rbcsoup@aol.com;  
William Joseph Simmons- VA  Beach e-mail mabsimmons@msn.com;   
Lynn Stephen Cupp- Smithfield, Isle of Wight Co, e-mail lordcupcake@gmail.com; 
Morgan David Howard-Lynchburg, e-mail dhoward46@comcast.net;  
Arthur Hastings Taylor III- Beaverdam, Hanover Co, email tee1776@hotmail.com; 
James Swords- Williamsburg, email james.swords@cox.net; 
Ronald Lee Mihills-Irvington, Lancaster County,  e-mail 
rmihills@creeksideassociates.com;     
 

 

 

mailto:rbcsoup@aol.com
mailto:mabsimmons@msn.com
mailto:lordcupcake@gmail.com
mailto:dhoward46@comcast.net
mailto:tee1776@hotmail.com
mailto:rmihills@creeksideassociates.com
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200th Anniversary of the  
Battle of the White House  

September 1-10 2014 
(Fort Belvoir) 

By Mike Lyman 
The Information below is from the memoirs of Captain 
Thomas Brown, an aide to Brigadier General John P. 
Hungerford who was at the battle site with the General. 
These memoirs were the basis for an article, A Trap for the 
British, written by William H. Gaines and published in the 
Virginia Cavalcade Volume 18, Summer 1968. Thomas Brown 
after the war moved to Florida became the Governor there.  

On August 29 1814, a fleet of British vessels had ascended the 
Potomac River to Alexandria and forced the city to surrender. 
While there they “…stripped the helpless town of its 
commercial vessels and supplies. But, when the British 
attempted to sail back down the river to the Chesapeake, 
they met with strong American resistance at the Battle of the 
“White House” just below Mount Vernon.” That location 
today is where the Officers Club at Fort Belvoir sits today. The 
photo below is one I took from the river that shows the high 
buff there.  

         

While at Alexandria, “Gordon (Captain James Gordon, British 
squadron commander) also seized six American ships then in 
the harbor. Captain Brown and the American forces including 
naval hero, Captain David Porter watched all of this from 
Scooter’s Hill which overlooked the town and harbor. James 
Monroe, acting as Secretary of War met with Hungerford and 
Porter on developing a counter move, They decided to try to 
cut off the British ships when they sailed down the Potomac. 
Porter was ordered to build a fort on the high bluffs near 
Washington’s Reach, a few miles south of Mount Vernon, at a 
place called the White House. These bluffs, thirty to sixty feet 

high, commanded a stretch of the river where the shipping 
channel ran close to the shore. Porter believed that the 
Americans could use this position to shell he enemy fleet 
when it attempted to pass. The bluffs were so high that it was 
thought the British would be unable to elevate their guns 
sufficiently to return the fire of the Americans” 

“Word came that a British brig was coming up the Potomac, 
and Hungerford ordered Captain Brown to rush two 4-pound 
guns to the riverside to help Porter to intercept her….Brown 
got to the place as the brig was half a mile from them.…Her 
decks were crowded with British sailors….At a signal from 
Porter the American batteries sent shot and canister 
smashing into the unsuspecting ship, while hidden rifleman 
poured a murderous volley into the crowded decks. Brown 
heard their shrieks, and in a moment the deck was cleared 
and not a man remained at the helm. The militia continued to 
load and fire…while the cannon repeatedly smashed solid 
shot into the brigs deck and hull. With the help of a merciful 
tide, the crippled ship passed the battery and limped into 
Alexandria with eighteen dead and many wounded aboard.” 

“Captain Gordon began his withdrawal from Alexandria…. On 
September 2, the British convoy set sail down the 
Potomac….he anchored his merchant fleet just above 
Washington’s Reach. He then swung his fighting ships into 
the channel and commenced firing shells, solid shot and 
Congreve rockets at the “White House”. The soldiers at first 
were terrified by the smoke and flame of the rockets, but 
they soon learned that these smoking burning terrors were 
relatively harmless. As night fell on this first day of fighting, 
the militia built their usual evening fires, and soon there was 
a veritable shower of solid shot, grape and canister 
descending upon them from the British ships. This firing 
continued with only occasional intermission for five 
days….Porters Fort according to Brown, was really no fort at 
all as it had no breastworks or other defenses and only had 
13 field pieces, and three only were of any size. 

“Since most of his guns were not large enough to reach the 
enemy ships, Porter sent fire ships floating down the tide 
upon the British flotilla. Captain Gordon simply sent out boats 
when the burning ships approached and changed their course 
so that they always passed by without damage. On 
September 6, after five days and nights of cannonading the 
“White House” position, Gordon ordered the merchant ship 
to get under way. …Porter assumed that the larger British 
Ships would be forced within 200 yards of the shore, within 
close range of his guns. Instead the enemy swung to the far 
(Cont’d next page) 



[13] 
 

side of the river, where the British listed their ships and 
elevated their guns so that the trajectory would reach the 
Americans on the bluffs.  

Then the enemy began pouring a withering fire onto Porter’s 
position. The first broadside on each side was magnificent, 
but everything soon became so involved in smoke that very 
little could be seen except when the wind would lift the 
smoke. Broadside after broadside came from the British 
Fleet, and within forty-five minutes, every cannon on the 
Bluff was silenced…. The British, after silencing the American 
guns, continued to cannonade for more than an hour…finally 
the merchant fleet had safely passed down the river out into 

the bay. Fourteen men were killed and thirty-two were 
wounded in this action.” 

“Superior enemy firepower had made this outcome 
inevitable, but the British had not escaped without a fight. 
The battle of “White House” in happy contrast to the debacle 
of Bladensburg a few short days before, honored the Virginia 
militiamen and the seamen. David Porter, a veteran of 
international reputation, praised the performance of these 
citizen soldiers, who, he said had conducted themselves in a 
manner which reflected on them and their country the 
highest honor”    

. 

                                                              

The War of 1812 Society in the Commonwealth of Virginia  
Participated in Lancaster County, Virginia Court Day Ceremony April 12, 2014 

Two members of the society, Charles Belfield and Mike Lyman, dressed in War of 1812 attire, hold up the Star Spangled 
Banner flag during the portion of the ceremony that honored the 200th anniversary of the wording of our National 

Anthem penned by Francis Scott Key. Members Floyd Brown and Hugh Markham also attended the event. 
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Three Members of the Society Attend in the Virginia Bicentennial Commission’s “Legacy 
Symposium” on June 20-21 2014 at the Hampton University 

Peter E Broadbent, Jr, Esq., as the Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia 
representative to the Virginia Bicentennial Commission’s “Legacy Symposium,” gave remarks and 
attended.  Councilor Stuart L. Butler was a selected panelist and speaker who provided information 
about the War in Virginia. Legal Councilor.  Carter B.S. Furr also attended.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Society Representative to the Commission 
Peter E. Broadbent, Jr., Esq. 

 
 

 
Peter E. Broadbent, Jr., Esq. and  

Virginia Senator Barker 

Photos of panelist and 
speaker Stuart L. Butler  

with others at  
Hampton University 

NOTE: Our Society website is a blog where 
viewers can make comments. Some are 
quite interesting. See at www.1812va.org 

Take a look! 
 

http://www.1812va.org/


[15] 
 

The Society Participated in a Grave Marking Ceremony at the Glade Springs Presbyterian 
Church in Washington County April 26, 2014 

First Vice President, Dennis Fritts was involved in 
the arrangements and content of the ceremony. 
He reports that between fifty to sixty people 
attended. A War of 1812 grave marker was 
unveiled on the grave of Benjamin Snodgrass. 
Inclement weather caused a portion of the 
ceremony to be conducted inside the church. 
 
 Information about Benjamin Snodgrass: 
Benjamin was born on 06 Nov 1781 and died on 22 
Jan 1857.  He was the last of 12 children of David 
(1731-1814) and Margaret Glenn (1740-1816) 
Snodgrass.  Benjamin was born (as the 
Revolutionary War ended) to a family committed 
to the values and freedoms of our new country.  
Benjamin’s older brothers served with the 
“Overmountain Men” at Kings Mountain and his 
family provided beef and other supplies to the 
military during the Revolutionary War.  David and 
Margaret were among the early settlers moving 

into the area in 1771 and completing the 
Snodgrass Fort on the middle fork of the Holston 
River in 1774.  The family also encountered Indian 
skirmishes and served in the Cherokee Campaigns.  
During the War of 1812, Benjamin served in the 
70th Regiment Virginia Militia in Washington 
County and is listed in the Militia Men Index.   
 
Since specific militia county records were 
destroyed, the family tradition believes that 
Benjamin served in the defense of Norfolk under 
Colonel Francis Preston (Commander of the USA 
Fifth Military District and the Militia Brigade during 
1813-1814 appointed by VA Governor Barbour).  
Colonel Preston had been the Commander of the 
70th Regiment Militia in Washington County.  It is 
also a traditional belief that many of the 
Washington County militia men died from disease 
and inadequate living conditions while defending 
Norfolk. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     Shown are Dennis Fritts and a DAR   
   representative presenting wreaths 
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KROGER CARES  

FUNDRAISING PROGRAM 

If you looked carefully at the treasurer’s report on 
page 2, since July 1, 2013 we have received $578 
from Kroger - from primarily only five members 
using the credit card.  And, we are about to receive 
another check! Just imagine how we could finance 
more markers and monuments for 1812 veterans if 
more members used it. 

The Kroger Care Card continues to be our most 
successful effort to raise funds for our burial projects. 
The success of this program is due to the usage by five 
members, their families and friends.  

Several members have cards but never use them. Several 
members live in areas where Kroger stores or Kroger 
affiliates are available but don’t have cards.  

Unfortunately, a large number of our members live in 
areas where there are no Kroger stores or affiliates.  This 
past Feb. we initiated a program where members who 
do not have a Kroger Store or affiliate available could 
buy gift cards. These included restaurant and other 
businesses. So far, only one member has made use of 
this program. To date Harris Teeter has not initiated the 
use of the Kroger Gift Card. If-and-when this option 
becomes available several more members may start 
using the card.  

The way the program works is when an organization's 
account reaches $5,000 Kroger will cut a check for 5% of 
that amount ($250). Kroger confirms each account on a 
4-week schedule. So, if we don't reach the $5,000 
amount in that time the account will be carried over until 
we reach the $5,000 level. If we were to exceed the 
$5,000 level then we will get 5% of that amount. Virginia 
Society of War of 1812 members must use a Kroger Gift 
Card at a Kroger or its associate stores. Once the 
member has the gift card money can be added to the 
card at any Kroger or associate store. Here are examples 
of how this works: 

You normally buy groceries at Kroger or use Kroger gas 
stations to buy gas and you write a check or charge your 
purchase. Next, go to the Kroger Customer service desk 

with your Kroger Gift Card and add money to your gift 
card. When you buy your groceries or gas you’ll use the 
gift card to make your purchases. Just as soon as you add 
money to your gift card that amount is credited to the 
Virginia Society of the War of 1812 and when $5,000 is 
reached Kroger cuts a check for 5% to the Society. 

Get cards for every member of the family especially if 
they shop at Kroger’s on a regular basis. If you don't have 
a Kroger store in your area you can still use the cards at 
Kroger associates that are located in other states – or 
when you travel look for a Kroger gas station to use you 
card. Kroger has over 1,100 gas stations. The easiest way 
to locate a gas station is to Google a state. For example, 
in Ohio enter – Ohio Kroger Gas Station. You can also 
purchase Restaurant or Retail store cards without having 
a Kroger Gift Card. Many of us give Restaurant or Retail 
store Gift Cards as birthday and holiday gifts and you can 
now order those cards in denominations of $25 and $50 
from our representative.  

All money raised in this program will be used to support 
Virginia Society of the War of 1812 projects such as 
Grave markings, publication of the graves book and 
other events approved by BOD.  

Every member should show their support  
for the Virginia Society of the War of 1812  

by signing up for the program! 

How do you get a Kroger Cares card or order Restaurant 
or Retail Cards? Contact: Dennis Fritts! You will need to 
tell him how many Kroger Gift cards you want. When you 
get your Kroger Gift Card, it will have a starting value of 
$5. If you want to start your card with a value higher 
than $5 then send a check with that amount). 
Remember, once you have the card you can always add 
to it by going to the Kroger Customer Service desk or to 
any cashier. For the Restaurant or Retail card send the 
name of the card you want to buy, a check for the 
amount you want to spend and a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to Dennis.  

How to get more information, contact: 
Dennis Fritts 
59 Buckingham Court  
Roanoke, VA 24019  
Tele: 1-540-992-6475  
Email: dennis3@ntelos.net 
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Victor Diehl – Obituary 
Previous Officer of this Society 
Born: May 18, 1943   Death: April 5, 2014 

 

Vic Diehl of 
Harrisonburg left us 
Saturday, April 5, to 
join his ancestors 
and deceased loved 
ones including his 
parents Carlos and 
Alice Diehl to whom 
he was born on May 
18, 1943; his beloved 
wife of 38 years 

Gloria P. Diehl; and his sister Karen Evans.  

Vic leaves behind his wonderful wife Betty Burner 
Diehl whom he married on June 15, 2012; son Rurik 
Hans, his wife Stacey and their children Rurik Andrew 
and Hadleigh Fay;  his daughter Erika Kristin O’Hearn, 
her husband Dennis and their children Broghan 
Flannery, Quinn Cullen, Brock Aidan, Maeve 
Sutherland, and Case Declan;  his stepdaughter Dr. 
Alicia Rambo and her husband Chad Clodfelter; and a 
sister Jennifer Cobbs. He is also survived by aunts, 
nephews, nieces, and many friends. 

He held memberships in The French and Indian War 
Society, The Sons of the American Revolution, (First 
Vice President) Society of the War of 1812, (State 
Secretary) The Sons of Confederate Veterans, 
(Chapter Secretary) French and Indian War 
Foundation, and the National Eagle Scout 
Association. 

Memorials may be made to the World Wildlife Fund, 
1250 Twenty-fourth Street NW, P.O. 97180, 
Washington, DC 20090-7180; UVA Brain Tumor 
Research Fund, David Schiff, M.D., Att: Bruce Leffler, 
Division of Neuro-Oncology, UVA Health System, 
Hospital West Room 6228, Charlottesville, VA 22908; 
or Sentara RMH  Hospice, 2010 Health Campus Drive, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801.                 
      

 

       The War of 1812 – DID YOU KNOW? 

An old joke called the world’s easiest quiz includes 
the question: “When was the War of 1812?” 

Sadly, the date may be the only fact many people 
know about the war. Even then, “1812″ doesn’t tell 
the whole story: The conflict lasted until 1815. 

The United States declared war against Great Britain 
in 1812 for several reasons, including England’s 
refusal to withdraw from American territory along 
the Great Lakes; its support of Indians on America’s 
frontiers; and British harassment of U.S. ships. 

The war was fought along the Canadian border, in 
the Chesapeake Bay region, along the Gulf of Mexico 
and at sea. 

The coast of Virginia figured prominently in the 
Atlantic theater of operations: More than 70 armed 
encounters with the British took place in Virginia 
during the war. An estimated 70,000 Virginians 
served during the War of 1812, fighting not only at 
home but also in Maryland, Ohio and naval 
engagements. 

The Treaty of Ghent, the peace treaty that ended the 
war, was signed in Europe in December 1814. The 
treaty largely restored relations between the United 
States and Britain to what they were before the war. 

But word of the treaty didn’t reach America for 
several weeks – until after the American forces 
defeated the British in the Battle of New Orleans. 

[http://capitalnews.vcu.edu/2011/03/08/virginia-honors-forgotten-war-of-1812/] 

Honoring Your 1812 Ancestor if 
Buried in another State 

Purchase a grave marker from the QM General. 
(See page 23 of the War Cry.) Conduct a 

family ceremony and provide  
photos for the Society newsletter 
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THE SOCIETY PARTICIPATED IN THE FAUQUIER COUNTY  
WAR OF 1812 COMMEMORATION ON MAY 10TH 2014 

Author and Councilor, Stuart L. Butler and Past President, Mike Lyman of the War of 1812 Society in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia participated by giving presentations, cutting ribbons and setting up displays at the 
event. Mike Lyman gave a presentation on how Fauquier County was involved in the war.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stuart Butler of our Society presented a  
discussion about the War of 1812 in Virginia 

 

 

 
 
               Shown above is the handout Mike provided 
                             giving details and rosters 
 

 

 

Mike Lyman and Dr. Lynn Uzzell (Dolly)                                
were the ceremonial ribbon cutters, unveiling  
       the War of 1812 display in Warrenton 
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The Society of the War of 1812 in Virginia General Order 2014-1 1 July 2014 

PURPOSE: To establish the Board of Direction 1 July 2014 – 30 June 2016 

BACKGROUND: At the Society’s Annual Muster, held 7 June 2014 in Petersburg, Virginia, 
officers and councilors were elected for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2016. The authority 
cited below specifies the last five state presidents, or in the event one is unwilling or unable to 
serve, the current President shall appoint the next past president to serve in his stead, 
selecting consecutively from past-presidents until the five positions are filled will serve on the 
Board of Direction.. 

Authority: Article IV of the Constitution and Section 2 of the By-laws 
      1 July 2014 – 30 June 2016 Virginia Society Board of Direction 
 

OFFICERS            NAME                        Telephone        E-Mail Address 
 

President:    C. Dennis Fritts          540-685-2394     cdfcdf99@hotmail.com 

First VP:     Walter J. Sheffield          540-371-2370      wjs@shefflaw.com 

Second VP:  Shane Newcombe   434-454-6219   shane@accessoriesabroad.com 

Secretary:  William (Bill) A. Nash,II   804-364-3170   william.nash@verizon.net 

Registrar:     Charles (Chuck) Poland  540-556-4357  chuckpoland@cox.net 

Historian:     Peter E. Broadbent, Jr.  804-285-4313  pbroadbent@cblaw.com 

Chaplain:     Larry G. Aaron               434-792-4515    larry.aaron@gmail.com 

Legal Counsel: Carter B. S. Furr       757-627-7044   cbfurr@att.net 

VG General: CAPT John N. Dickie    703-923-9517   reapdickie1@verizon.net 

Quartermaster: J. Shane Newcombe   434-454-6219   shane@accessoriesabroad.com 

Five Councilors 

Councilor:   John M. Epperly             703-323-6992   jcepperly@verizon.net 

Councilor:  William (Bill) C. Collier   703-830-6862  wcol72@aol.com 

Councilor:    Stuart L. Butler              757-564-3893  srtb@widowmaker.com 

Councilor:   James T. Thacker           804-590-1196  pm23831@aol.com 

Councilor:   Charles Belfield            804-333-5270     belmo54@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:cdfcdf99@hotmail.com
mailto:wjs@shefflaw.com
mailto:shane@accessoriesabroad.com
mailto:william.nash@verizon.net
mailto:chuckpoland@cox.net
mailto:pbroadbent@cblaw.com
mailto:larry.aaron@gmail.com
mailto:cbfurr@att.net
mailto:reapdickie1@verizon.net
mailto:shane@accessoriesabroad.com
mailto:jcepperly@verizon.net
mailto:wcol72@aol.com
mailto:srtb@widowmaker.com
mailto:pm23831@aol.com
mailto:belmo54@yahoo.com
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General Order Continued: 

Past Presidents 

2002-2004   LTC Myron(Mike) E.Lyman, Sr.  804-436-0206   melyman@metrocast.net                                                             

2005-2006  CAPT James D. Parrish, Jr.  434-296-6604   jimparrish@embarqmail.com 

2009-2010  LTC Thadeus L. Hartman       703-753-2662   LTCTH@comcast.com 

2011-2012  John C. Maxwell, Jr       804-359-0429   jmaxjr@comcast.net                              

2013-2014  CAPT John Nevin Dickie        703-923-9517  reapdickie1@verizon.net 

Deputy Councilors 

James M. Green, Jr       757-724-5559    gjames388@aol.com 

Cranston Williams Jr.    540-342-3005    shadow2cw@verizon.net  

Hugh A. Markham          804-580-6960     hmarkham@crosslink.net 

 
The Society of the War of 1812 in Virginia 

July 8, 2014 
General Order 2014-2016 –2 

 
PURPOSE: To inform the membership of the appointment of additional deputy officers and committee assignments. 
 
BACKGROUND: APPOINTED OFFICERS: 1 July 2014 – 30 June 2016 
 
AUTHORITY: Article IX (By-Laws)  

 
Section 3. Committees 
 
 The Virginia Society shall have two categories of committees, Standing Committees and Special Committees.  
Standing Committees:  The Board of Direction shall establish Standing Committees to address on-going 
operational functions of the Society. The President shall appoint chairmen and members to the committees, with 
the exception of the Audit Committee, which requires prior approval by the Board of Direction. The Standing 
Committees are: Audit, Budget & Finance, Graves Location/Registration, Grave Marking, Membership, 
Newsletter, Records Depository, Website, and Membership. The Membership Committee shall recommend 
methods for recruiting new members, publicity related to Society activities, and shall carry out those actions 
approved by the Board of Direction.  
 
Special Committees: The Board of Direction may establish Special Committees as needed. The President shall 
appoint the chairman and the members of such committees, with the exception of the Nominating Committee. The 
Nominating Committee, whose members and chairman are appointed by the Board of Direction, is a recurring 
Special Committee whose duty it is to recommend the slate of new officers for approval by the Board of 
Direction. The Nominating Committee chairman shall present the approved nominees to the members for election 
at the Annual Meeting.   

 

mailto:melyman@metrocast.net
mailto:jimparrish@embarqmail.com
mailto:LTCTH@comcast.com
mailto:jmaxjr@comcast.net
mailto:reapdickie1@verizon.net
mailto:gjames388@aol.com
mailto:shadow2cw@verizon.net
mailto:hmarkham@crosslink.net
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
STANDING COMMITTES 
 
Audit Committee: 
To be appointed and approved by BOD at September 
2014 BOD meeting. 
 
Budget and Finance Committee: 
vacant 
 
Graves Location and Registration Committee  
Myron E. "Mike" Lyman (Chairman), 
melyman@va.metrocast.net 
 
Grave Markings Committee: 
Myron E. "Mike" Lyman (Chairman), 
melyman@va.metrocast.net 
 
Newsletter Committee 
Myron E. "Mike" Lyman (Chairman and Editor), 
melyman@va.metrocast.net 
 
Records Depository Committee  
Peter E. Broadbent, Jr. (Chairman), 
pbroadbent@cblaw.com 
 
Website Committee  
Myron E. "Mike" Lyman (Chairman),  
 

Membership Committee 
Charles (Chuck) Poland, (Chairman), 
chuckpoland@cox.net 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
SPECIAL COMMITTES 
 
Bicentennial Committee: 
Peter E. Broadbent, Jr. (Chairman), 
pbroadbent@cblaw.com 
 
Meetings Committee: 
J. Shane Newcombe (Chairman), 
shane@accessoriesabroad.com 
 
Merchandise Committee: 
J. Shane Newcombe (Chairman), 
shane@accessoriesabroad.com 
 
Publication Committee: 
Peter E. Broadbent, Jr. (Chairman), 
pbroadbent@cblaw.com 
 
Color Guard Committee 
Charles Belfield, (Chairman), belmo54@yahoo.com 
 
The President serves ex officio as member of all 
committees 

 
THE WAR OF 1812 SOCIETY IN VIRGINIA PARTICIPATED MAY 3, 2014 IN A JOINT GRAVE MARKING 

CEREMONY WITH THE THOMAS NELSON JR CHAPTER OF VASSAR 

This ceremony was at the Ware Episcopal Church Cemetery in Gloucester County on Saturday May 3rd. 

Hugh Markham assisted with everything and was the photographer; Charles Belfield installed the1812 
grave markers, participated in the color guard, unveiled one grave 1812 marker and was the 1812 
Musket Firer; and Mike Lyman who coordinated the event with the SAR and the church, researched the 
service of the 1812 & Rev War patriots to be honored, participated in the color guard; gave greetings 
and information about the 1812 veterans and presented the society wreath. 

 The event was attended well and several societies presented wreaths and/or their colors besides ours. 
Included were: The VA Huguenot Society, The Richard Henry Lee Chapter, The Thomas Nelson, Jr 
Chapter, The Williamsburg Chapter and the Norfolk Chapter, VASSAR. One descendant of the Tabb 
family was there and was assisted by VASSAR President Bill Broadus in the Rev War unveilings. Since 
this year is the 200th anniversary of the penning of the National Anthem by Francis Scott Key the 
anthem was sung by everyone. A nice touch!  
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The Society Participated in the 
Commemoration of the 263rd Anniversary  
of the Birth of President James Madison at 

Montpelier on March 16, 2014 
 
Peter E Broadbent, Jr., Esq., the Historian of the 
War or 1812 Society in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, and its representative to the Virginia 
Commission on the Bicentennial of the War of 
1812, reads the Virginia Governor’s 
Proclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo below shows the presented Virginia 
War of 1812 Commission’s wreath  
in front of the President James Madison 
monument in the cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the War of 1812 Society  
Honor President James Monroe  

April 28, 2014 

Brigadier General Haley from Fort Lee, VA  
presented the United States Presidential 
Wreath for President Obama at Hollywood 
Cemetery in Richmond on occasion of President 
Monroe’s birthday celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Belfield, a member of the War of 1812 
Society in Virginia provided remarks after 
presenting the Society’s wreath. 

Edward W. Truslow, a new member of the 1812 
Society, presented remarks following his 
presentation of an SAR wreath.  

Charles Belfield presented Bill Thomas, 
President of the James Monroe Memorial 
Foundation, a War of 1812 Society Bicentennial 
Medal for exhibiting at the James Monroe 
Birthplace Museum. 

  

More Society News 
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The Society Participated in the  
James Monroe Birthplace Ceremony  

April 26, 2014 

The Virginia Society War of 1812 flag on the 
right is posted before the ceremony behind the 
podium. Also, the society posted its Star 
Spangled Banner flag there as well, as James 
Monroe was Secretary of War and State in 1814 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Peter Broadbent, Esq the Historian for the 
Society,read the proclamation from Virginia 
Governor, Terry McAuliffe. 

 

Pictured from the left is second Vice President, 
Walter Sheffield, Esq, member Mike Elston, Past 
President, Mike Lyman; member Charles 
Belfield and Society Historian, Peter Broadbent, 
Esq who is also the society’s representative to 
the Virginia Bicentennial Commission. 

ON-LINE MERCHANDISE STORE  
For Members ONLY 

I am pleased to announce that I have (with the 
assistance of my secretaries) a very nice and 
easy to use online store for the Society of the 
War of 1812 in Virginia. These items are sold 
only to members. 

Paste this link into your browser… 
https://squareup.com/market/society-of-the-
war-of-1812-in-virginia 

You will see an array of items that I sell as 
Quartermaster for the Virginia Society. 
It currently takes Credit Cards, but as always, 
you can “snail mail” an order by visiting the 
Society’s website or in the newsletter. 

Please take a look.   

Completely versatile, mobile, and above all else, 
a great way to get the items you’ve been 
looking for. 

Shane 
J. Shane Newcombe 
 
Examples of items available: 

 
 

Bicentennial Medals – 
Regular ($50) and Mini ($30) 

https://squareup.com/market/society-of-the-war-of-1812-in-virginia
https://squareup.com/market/society-of-the-war-of-1812-in-virginia
https://squareup.com/market/society-of-the-war-of-1812-in-virginia/bicentennial-medals-regular-and-mini
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Aug 30 (Saturday):   
Alexandria War of 1812 Bicentennial Ceremony 
Event – Robert Allison Grave Marking at Old 
Presbyterian Church: This ceremony may also 
involve 1812 speakers and wreath presentations on 
other 1812 graves in the cemetery or the placement 
of six-inch SSB flags on 1812 burial sites there. 
Probably an 1812 Color Guard and musket firing will 
occur.  

August 31 (Sunday): 

Alexandria War of 1812 Bicentennial Ceremony 
Commemorative Event – Waterfront Park, 1 Prince 
Street, 12-5 pm. Free. Join us at Waterfront Park for 
this history festival to learn more about the War of 
1812 and its impact on Alexandria through living 
history, exhibits about the War, educational 
programs, boat tours, sea shanties sung by the USN 
Sea Chanters, period vendors, food vendors, and 
the Challenge Tug of War! 

Sep 14 (Sunday): 

Alexandria War of 1812 Bicentennial Ceremony 
Event – Presidential Salon with James Madison;  $15 
adult, $10 student. Join President Madison as he 
discusses and engages guests about political and 
personal issues of 1814. Reservations required. 3 - 
4:30 p.m. 

Sep 19 (Friday):  

Board of Direction meeting, Hyatt fair Lakes Hotel, 
12777 Fair Lakes Circle, Fairfax, VA 22033 tel 1-703-
6051 for reservations NLT Tuesday, August 29, 2014 
All members may attend. Rate for room for our 
Society (Say SAR Compatriots) is $89 per night plus 
room tax. Note next day stay for grave marking and 
member, Stuart Butler’s presentation 

Sep 20 (Saturday): 

 Fairfax County Bicentennial Ceremony, Historical 
“Blenheim”, Lee Hwy-Grave Marking for Captain 
Rezin Willcoxon who died at the Battle of Little 
White House: The grave marking is scheduled for 

3:30 pm. Earlier in the event, the guest speaker will 
be our Stuart Butler. Probably the use of an 1812 
Color Guard, wreath laying, musket firing will occur. 
This event follows our BOD meeting in Fairfax 
County at the hotel of the VASSAR semi-annual 
meeting Sep 19th and Sep 20th.  

Oct 5 (Sunday): 

 Member Charles Belfield’s residence in Richmond 
County: A multi-society event honoring buried 
veterans of many wars in the family cemetery. Two 
or three 1812 veteran grave markers will be 
unveiled. Use of the color guard, musket firing, 
wreath presentations will occur.  

Nov 11 (Tuesday): 

Veteran's Day Chesterfield County Court House:  At 
a time to be announced, the society will present a 
wreath in a ceremony there. There is a War of 1812 
plaque on the Court House wall there where the 
wreath will be presented. Member attendance 
desired 

Nov 16 (Sunday): 

Alexandria War of 1812 Bicentennial Ceremony 
Event – Presidential Salon with James Madison;  $15 
adult, $10 student. Join President Madison as he 
discusses and engages guests about political and 
personal issues of 1814. Reservations required.  
3 - 4:30 p.m. 

Spring 2015: 

 Joint ceremony with VASSAR at the Masonic 
Cemetery in Fredericksburg: This event will include 
the sharing of the cost of a plaque with mounting 
pole listing War of 1812 veterans and Rev War 
patriots. Expected cost $1400. It should be noted 
that this function depends upon the wishes of the 
VASSAR President Elect who will be approached this 
fall. He may desire an event in another part of 
Virginia that has large numbers of War of 1812 and 
Rev War patriots in the same cemetery.

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://www.alexandriava.gov/goto.aspx?u=http%3A//apps.alexandriava.gov/Calendar/Detail.aspx%3Fsi%3D7213&i=9&s=contentbox&h=Commemorative%20Event.
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