
Society Participates in War of 1812 Historic Road Sign Unveiling, Aug 8, 2015 

WAR OF 1812 
 

CAPE HENRY LIGHTHOUSE 

STATE MARKER 
 

DEDICATION 

 

CAPE HENRY LIGHTHOUSE, FORT STORY, VA 

AUGUST 8, 2015 

10:00 to 10:30 AM 



About the Cape Henry Lighthouse: 

The first federally funded lighthouse, was built to 
guide maritime commerce at the mouth of the Chesapeake 
Bay 
Standing near the “First Landing” site where English 
settlers arrived in 1607 
Stood sentinel since it was completed in 1792 
Authorized by George Washington and overseen 
by Alexander Hamilton 
Designed by New York architect John McComb 
In active use for nearly a century before being replaced 
by a new cast iron lighthouse still standing 
nearby 
It is one of the oldest surviving lighthouses in the 
United States 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Program 
 

Welcome and Flag Raising 
 

Nancy Dabney, Cape Henry Lighthouse Site Coordinator 
 

Virginia Historic Marker Program 
 

Lena McDonald, Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
 

Cape Henry in the War of 1812 
 

Christopher Pieczynski, Tidewater Community College 
 

Unveiling of the Marker 
 

Joseph Burroughs, Descendant of Lighthouse Keeper Travy Burroughs 
 

Distinguished Guest Remarks and Reading of the Marker 
 

Honorable Scott Rigell, 2nd District Virginia, U.S. House of Representatives 
Honorable Will Sessoms, Mayor of Virginia Beach 

 

Presentation of Wreaths 
 

Miss Jennie Lou Pangle 
President, Fort Norfolk Daughters of 1812 

 
Colonel Carter Furr, U.S. Army (Retired) 
Officer, War of 1812 Society in Virginia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
The Columbian, February 17, 1813 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Above is the sign’s wording 
 

Below Carter B.S. Furr, Legal Counsel for the Society of the 
War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia 

presents a wreath by the sign to be erected by the Virginia 
Department of Transportation 

 
Another wreath is presented by: 

Miss Jennie Lou Pangle 
President, Fort Norfolk Society Daughters of 1812 

 



 

 


