
Society Conducts Grave Marking Ceremony October 27 2018 

Assistant Grave Marking Chairman, Charles Belfield contacted a property owner in Northumberland 

County to find the cemetery where Private Samuel French was buried. The cemetery no longer existed 

but he found the gravestone of his second wife and a footstone marked “S F” which indicates he was 

buried there. He then arranged with a local church where other descendants of the Samuel French 

family are interred in their cemetery to place these stones. He then assisted a second great 

granddaughter of Samuel to apply and receive a Veterans Administration gravestone and had that 

erected adjacent to the other stones. 

On October 27, 2018 at the Henderson Methodist Church Cemetery in Northumberland County, the 

society conducted a War of 1812 gravestone and grave marker unveiling ceremony for Private Samuel 

French. This endeavor was supported by the Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society. Below the 

program and photos that were taken are shown: 

 

 



 

 

Note: President Stuart Butler was able to attend and substituted for Mike Lyman in the Call to Order, the 

Unveiling of Marker Ritual and as Master of Ceremonies. 



 

Some of the photos taken below were by Kathy Schuder, Executive Director of the Northern Neck of 

Virginia Historical Society 



 

Above Charles Belfield talks about how the graves stones were found and were reset in the cemetery of 

the Henderson Methodist Church where this ceremony was conducted 



 

Above Kathy Schuder, Executive Director of the Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society gives 

greetings. 



 

Above Bonnie Sauze talks about her and her family’s relationship to Samuel French 



 

Above and below Mike Lyman talks about Samuel French 

 

 



 

Above Hugh Markham and Stuart Butler read the ritual for unveiling the gravestone and grave marker 

and below Mike Weyler of the society with descendant Seuze await to remove the covers 



 



After the removal the gravestone and marker is revealed

 



Below the wreaths are being presented by Laura Hazel representing the Rappahannock Chapter U.S. 

Daughters of 1812 and George Markham representing the War of 1812 Society in VA

 

The Musket Salute Party is Hugh Markham and Charles Belfield 



 

 

After the ceremony the attending members of the War of 1812 Society gather for a photo 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L/R: Charles Belfield, Hugh Markham; George Becker, Mike Weyler, Stuart Butler and Mike Lyman 


