BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 15 NEW HISTORICAL ROAD SIGNS & OTHER PLANS 2010
Of the several suggestions offered by the Council, 15 new historical markers were recommended by the Department and adopted by the Commission, to commence the state trail, including the erection of historic markers for Elizabeth Monroe and Dolley Madison and to recognize the African American contributions to the war. The 15 new markers are:
· Brig. Gen. Winfield Scott. 

· Lt. Col. George Armistead. 
· Dolley Payne Madison. 

· Impact on African Americans (Tangier Island). 

· Cockburn on the Chesapeake. 

· Military/Naval Legacy (Fort Monroe). 

· Opposition (John Randolph). 

· Sack of Hampton. 

· Attack on Dolphin, Arab, Racer, and Lynx. 
· Mundy’s Point/Kinsale (focus: participation of former slaves). 

· Pleasure House/Normini Ferry/Tappahannock etc. 

· Declaration of Independence hiding site. 

· Harbor (Forts Norfolk, Nelson). 

· Richmond Defenses (Camps Fairfield, Carter, and Holly Springs, Ft. Powhatan). 

· British naval blockade (Cape Henry lighthouse). 

Planning is underway for the prelude to Virginia’s commemoration, which will begin in March 2011 at Montpelier on the occasion of the presidential wreath-laying ceremony for President James Madison.

Plans for a significant two-day symposium are being developed as a concluding signature event for the Virginia bicentennial commemoration of the War of 1812. The Commission’s Legacy Symposium will be hosted by Fort Monroe in June 2014.

To further outreach and publicize the bicentennial in Virginia, the Commission has developed:
· A Facebook page. 

· A logo, designed at Hampden-Sydney College, to brand the Commission’s programs and events. 

· A commemorative brochure citing Virginia’s role in the War of 1812, which will be published. 

· A new website that will soon be launched to include historical facts and an interactive timeline and map of War of 1812 events in Virginia that will allow scholars, students, teachers, citizens, and visitors to access information about battle sites and events related to the war, as well as allow the traveler to plan an itinerary to visit points of interest. 
· Develop a traveling exhibit and documentary. 
· Issue scholarly publications and op-eds about the war. 
· Foster relationships with England, Canada, and Virginia’s Native American tribes to solicit and encourage their participation in the commemoration. 
· Explore collaborative ventures with other states that are commemorating the bicentennial. 
· Solicit the cooperation of the U.S. Army and Virginia National Guard. 
· Recommend the creation of a commemorative license plate. 
· Encourage local governing bodies to participate in and pass resolutions recognizing the commemoration of the bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
