New road marker honors Bedford patriot from War of 1812
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BEDFORD – Nearly 200 years ago, Joel Leftwich of Bedford County led soldiers to Ohio to help defeat the British in the War of 1812.

Now a historic road marker commemorating Leftwich stands at Bedford’s most traveled corridor on U.S. 460, close to the county-city line in front of the Walmart shopping center.

Family members and supporters who dedicated the marker at an informal ceremony Saturday said they hope drivers will look at it and learn of a patriot who was courageous in battle.

“Hopefully it will serve as a reminder that people lived and died for the freedoms we enjoy today,” said Cham Light of Lynchburg, a fourth great-grandson of Leftwich.

The Lynchburg Historical Foundation and the Leftwich Historical Foundation were involved in the dedication.

Leftwich lived from 1760 to 1846 in Bedford, a few miles from the site of the marker, and was a militia general, legislator, justice of the peace and Revolutionary War veteran. In the winter of 1812-13 his brigade of Virginia militia marched to Ohio to assist Gen. William Henry Harrison against the British; a year later he commanded a brigade that marched to the outskirts of Baltimore to help protect the area from further British threats.

Stuart Butler, a historian and author who has written of Leftwich, said he was a “product of a remarkable American family” and an “unsung hero” in a war that has long been overlooked.

Leftwich was a son of Augustine Leftwich Sr., who moved to the southern Goose Greek area of Bedford in 1753 around the time the county was being established. Augustine had 12 children, many of whom held distinguished military titles, and the Leftwich Historical Association of about 600 members has identified more than 10,000 of his descendants.

Family members said Taylor N. Fellers and Elisha “Ray” Nance, two of the famed Bedford Boys who stormed Omaha Beach on D-Day, were among the descendants.

Light said the location for the marker is highly visible and accessible for visitors.

“Joel Leftwich would have been by this spot a lot,” Light said.

Peter E. Broadbent Jr., a Richmond attorney, serves on the Virginia Bicentennial Commission of the War of 1812 and attended Saturday’s dedication. He said 10 legislators and two citizen members on the commission are planning events to commemorate the bicentennial next year.

“This really was the second war of American independence,” Broadbent said. “This was a war led by Virginians.”

Nearly 30 individuals and organizations contributed to the cost of placing the marker to honor Leftwich. Broadbent said that similar markers are being placed in Virginia, including in the Tidewater area where the war was prominent.

“Thankfully, this is one of them.”

Share This:

Attending the ceremony from the War of 1812 Society in Virginia was Peter E. Broadbent, Jr., Esq. Society Historian and Cranston Williams, Jr. Councilor. Broadbent is our Society's representative on the Virginia Bicentennial Commission and he gave greetings from our Society and the Commission. Below is the program and information regarding the ceremony.
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in conjunction with The Leftwich Historical Association, Inc.
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Present a Dedication Service for a Historical Road Marker Commemorating the Service of General Joel
1.eftwich and the Virginia Brigade in the War of 1812

Saturday. May 14, at 2:00 p.m. at the location of the Road Marker on U.S. Route 460, West. 1126 Cast
Lynchburg Salem Turnpike (Wal Mart Plaza), Bedford, VA.

The Virginia Historical Road Marker Reads as follows:

Joel Leftwich (1760-1846)

“Within a few miles of here lived and died Joel Leftwich, militia general, legislator, justice of the
peace, and Revolutionary War veteran. In the War of 1812, he commanded a brigade of Virginia mili-
tia that marched in the winter of 1812-1813 to assist Gen. William Henry Harrison defeat the British
in Ohio. While there, his men helped build Fort Meigs, the largest wooden- palisaded fort in North
America. In the summer of 1814, he also commanded a militia brigade that marched to the outskirts
of Baltimore to assist in protecting Washington and Baltimore from further British threats.”

There is also a Historical Road Marker at the entrance to Fort Randolph, Point Pleasant, West Virginia
at the confluence of the Ohio and Kanawha Rivers and which reads as follows:

War of 1812

“On October 20, 1812, the western Virginia Brigade of Militia under command of General Joel Left-
wich embarked here for the Ohio frontier to join the Northwestern Army for service in the Second
‘War with England.”

“Ttis approximately 254 miles from Bedford, Virginia to Point Pleasant, West Virginia and 242 miles
from Point Pleasant, West Virginia to Fort Meigs, Ohio, a trip of approximately 500 miles each way.
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2:00: Welcome and introductions by Robert “Cham”bliss Light, Jr. , fourth great grandson of Major General
Joel Leftwich, including identification of all direct descendants of Joel Leftwich in attendance and thank yous
to various individuals: (ask those present to raise their hand) Stuart Lee Butler. Kelly Spradicy-Kurowski of the
Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Kimberly Nichols of the Virginia Department of Transportation,
Sally Schneider of the Lynchburg Historical Foundation, Inc. and Sally Kneife] and the members of the Left-

wich Historical Association. Inc.
Pledge of Allegiance; Lead by lelga L. Leftwich, fourth great granddaughter of Major General Joel Leftwich.
2:10: Invocation / opening prayer by Rev. Todd M. Vie, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Lynchburg, VA .

2:15: Remarks on General Joel Leftwich. the VA Brigade in the War of 1812 etc. by Stuart Lee Butler. Stuart is
retired from the National Archives and wrote the book entitled Real Patriots and Heroic Soldiers: General Jocl
Leftwich and the Virginia Brigade in the War of 1812, Stuart also serves on the Virginia State Commission for
the Commemoration of the War of 1812 and it is Stuart who proposed the sign and did the paperwork etc for the

Historical Marker.

2:30: Remarks on Colonel Jabez Leftwich, brother of Joel Leftwich and Brigade Inspector General by Dr. Ray
Tarpley, Jr., fourth great grandson of Colonel Jabez Leftwich.

2:35: Remarks on the contributions made by the Leftwich brothers and nephews of General Joel Leftwich
during the War of 1812 by Morgan David Howard, fifth great grandson of Captain Uriah Leftwich.

2: 40: Reading of the names of the soldiers in the Brigade who died during the period of the War of 1812 ser-
vice, there were 33 soldiers who died from the First Regiment and 11 who died from the Second Regiment, all
from counties in what is now West Virginia, by John “Douglas Light, fourth great grandson of Major General
Joel Leftwich,

2:55: Benediction / closing prayer of dedication of the marker by Rev. Diane E. Vie. St. John’s Episcopal
Church, Lynchburg, VA.

3:00: Very brief closing remarks by Robert “Cham™bliss Light, Jr.
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FIRST REGIMENT Commanded by Lt. Colonel John Connell of Brooke County: John Anderson;
Stephen Archer; George Arnold: Tsaac Bockover; Jacob Brewer: Patrick Burk; William Carder; Richard
Carson; John Clutter: Mathias Cullen; Edward Davis: Andrew Davison; Jesse Davson; John Evans: George
Fleming; Jonathan Grindstafl ; Peter Haught; James Holbert; Nimrod Lancaster; Archibald McCarty: Al-
exander McClain: Rawley Morgan; Timothy Murphy: James Queen; Benjamin Rogers: Samuel Ruckman;
Samuel Spivy: Andrew Stalkniker: John Steed: Fielder Wilcoxen: Henry Wiscoff: David Woollum; Jessc
Yoakum.

SECOND REGIMENT commanded by Lt. Colonel Dudley Evans of Monongalia County: James
Adare ; Absalom Elkins: Thomas Craig: William Dixon; Isaac Forman: Amos Huffman; Thomas Lewis:
David Molsby; Henry Six: Simeon Stevens: William Taunibill.

GENEALOGY of Major General Joel Leftwich: The Lettwich family’s origins have been traced to Rollo
the Dane, an Barl. who was originally from Allesund, Norway and who was part of the migration of Norse-
men to what is now the Normandy part of France where Rollo became the first Duke of Normandy. The
family was centered in what is now Vernon, France and from there, Lord Richard Vernon, was part of the
invasion of England by his cousin, William the Conqueror, in 1066. As a result of his service Lord Vernon
received lands in Cheshire. England and adopted the Anglo Saxon name Leftwich. Ralph Letftwich was the
first of the family to move to Virginia arriving in what is now Caroline County in 1658. Ralph Leftwich’s
grandson Augustine Lefuwich, Sr. moved to what is now the southern Goose Creek area of Bedford County
in 1753 where he was an extensive Jandowner. Augustine Leftwich. Sr. (ca. 1712 to 1795). who served

as a Screcant in the French and Indian War, and his wife, Mary Moxicy Leftwich (1718 to 1777). had the
following children: Colonel William Leftwich (1737 to 1820) who maitied Elizabeth Haynes; Frances
Leftwich (1738 to 1796) who married William Merriman Carter: Colonel Thomas Leftwich (1740 to 1816)
who martied (1st) Mary Challis and (2nd) Bethunia Ellis; Major Augustine Leftwich. Jr. (1744 to 1835)
who married (1st ) Mary Turner and (2nd) Mrs Sarah Turner Mary Elizabeth Leftwich (1746 to 1818)
who married Joshua Early; Captain Uriah Leftwich (1748 to 1838) who married Nancy Keith; Captain John
Leftwich (1750 to 1797) who married Sytha Hammett ; Rebecca Leftwich (1752 to 1794) who marricd
Charles C. Moorman : Colonel Littleberry Leftwich (1757 to 1823) who married Frances Hopkins : Major
General Joel Leftwich (1760 10 1846) who married Nancy (Ann) Turner ; Nancy Leltwich (1762 to after
1840) who married James Peatross ; James Leftwich (1764 to ?7) and Colonel Jubez Leftwich (1765 to 1855)
who married Delilah Stoval.

Please note none of these military titles were honorary, they were all carned by virtue of military service.

The Leftwich Historical Association (LHA), Inc., through the efforts of George E. Leftwich,IIT and
others have identified over 10,000 descendants of Augustine Leftwich. Sr. There are approximately 600
members of the LHA and if you would like to apply for membership please contact Shirley Leftwich Greer
at sgreer666@msn.com, telephone number 434-361-1055, 16522 Patrick Henry Highway., Roseland. VA
22967. Also please see www.leftwich.org. the official web site of the Leftwich Historical Association, Inc.
Most of the papers of General Joel Leftwich arc at Alderman Library of the University of Virginia (digitized
and available on line at www.lib.v irginia.cdu/small ) and at the Southern Historical Collection at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina. Chapel Hill.
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who have contributed to the cost of this project

Michael K. Benton of Milwaukee, W1
Irma and LI. Brown of Otto, NC
Harry L. Burnett. Jr. of Denton, MD
Stuart L. and Rosanne Butler of Williamsburg, VA.
Shirley Leftwich Greer of Roseland, VA
Juergen and Nancy Haukohl of Huntsvilte, AL
Deborah and Robert Hirt of Cupertino, CA
Morgan David Howard of Lynchburg, VA
Sally Kneifel of Manhattan Beach, CA
David S. Leftwich of Orlando, FL
George R. Leftwich of Essex, England
Helga L. Leftwich of Walnut Hill and of Durham, NC
Jim and Cheryl Leftwich of Gahanna, OH
Robert Leftwich of Bedford, VA
Dr. Russell B. Leftwich of Nashville, TN
Samuel G. and T. Leftwich of Santa Barbara, CA
The Leftwich Historical Association, Inc.
Cham Light of Lynchburg, VA
The Lynchburg Historical Foundation, Inc.
Kenneth and Mary Dean Perry of Dallas. TX
Dr. Joc and Phyllis Moody of Houston, TX
Martha Slater of Gilroy, CA
The Southern Memorial Association., Inc / Old City Cemetery of Lynchburg, VA
Dr Ray Tarpley, Jr. and Susan Tarpley of Kingsport, TN
Howard and Christine Thurmon of Loveland, OH
Robert I. and Adeline D. Wilkerson of Eden, NC
Marla L. and Jose Veliz of Seattle, WS
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