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“Stuart Butler's important study is the first baok length account ofthe war in Vlrgmla Because
the national army was ill-prepared, national defense fell onto the shoulders of state govemn-

~ ments. State governors and militiamen carried much of the burden, with serious consequences

for state budgets. Some became heroes, some died on battleflelds and some like their ances-

tors fled to the nation’s enemies in hopes of gaining freedom that their own native state demed
them This is an important addltlon to the bookshelf of Virginia history.” |

i ——BRENT TARTER lerary of Virginia

; “Wlth the bicentennial of the War of 1812 upon us, itis fitting and timely that Stuart | Butler has
written the most complete hlstory of Virginia during that war. Butler has achieved for Virginia
what every state with War of 1812 history should strive for” = RALPHE. ESHELMAN, PR.D.,

senior author of The War of 1812:in the Chesapeake A Guide to the H/sz‘ar/c
Sites in Maryland, I//rgm/a arrd D/s[r/ct of Columpia (Johns Hopkms Unlvermty Press, 2010) :

Defending the Old Domm/on descnbes hlstorlcal events in Vlrgmla durlng the War of 1812,
examining how Virginia’s militia was orgamzed supplied, and financed by the Commonwealth,
The book di the militia’s unprep in training, its lack of adequate ordnance and

. arms, and how that affected its ability to defend the state against Brltlsh mcursmns during
the war. Political activities of the Virginia legislature and the u.s: Cungress are examined with
spemal reference to how the state financed the war and its relationship with the U.S. govern-

- ment. The book includes the fascinating story of nearly two thousand former slaves whu ﬂed o
British ships to fight in Virginia W|th British forces. : i

STUART L. BUTLER is the former assistant branch chlef of the Military
Archives Division, National Archives and Records Administration;
He retired in 1999 and currently serves on the Citizens Advisory
Council for the Virginia Bicentennial of the Amencan War of 1812

Cummlssson He attended Florida State University and Florida Atlantic
Unxversrty where he received his BA. and M.A. in American hlstory
He i the ‘author of the Guide fo Virginia Militia Units in the War of
1812 (revised 2011), Real Patriots and Heroic Soldjers: General Joel
Léftmrh and the Virginia Brigade in the War‘uf 1812 (2008),‘ i
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