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- Awaterborne attack
- Manned by fewer than 450 -

militiamen — most from Hamp-
ton and what was then known as

" Elizabeth City County as well as
Warwick, James City and York —
. the defenses of Hampton were
.. nowhere as robust as the system
‘ofriverfront forts, gunboats and
island batteries that shielded
.Norfolk and bloodied the British | -
- so decisively in the June 22,1813, British Rear Adm. George Cock-
Battle of Craney Island. burn was reviled in America for
_, Four days earlier; the town’s bumlng Hampton and other
"militia der wrote to the Bay towns during the
‘governior about his peril, citi s e
ms.,fé’ s IO Britain with this post-war
illnesses that had sldelmed many painting showing him standing
ofhis soldiers. before the flames of Washington,
still, Maj. Stapleton Crutch- D.C. IMAGE COURTESY OF THE ROVAL
field and his men already had MUSEUMS GREENWICH
distinguished Ives at Har-
1is Creek in early June by repuls- “There’s no doubt they were
ing the first British attempt to totally overwhelmed in terms of
landonthenurthside of Hamp-  numbers. But the resistance they
ton Roads. They als con- put up was ferocious.”
su—ucx‘:ieij e 12-
pound long guns commandi i i against
the Hampton River from Cedar Flgh ting the
ragllr,thﬂ::g bolsrere“ndd that a;;ﬁismon
i 6-pound guns
B Crutéhfield dispatched Capt
Sl black Richard . Servan and 75 liza-
ity riflemen west from the
7 mﬁzg:l: :zlilenm‘;;ryor’ American camp at Little England
 poodiaccount of themselveswhen 2 then south along what is now:
- asmany as 40 British attack e
‘barges rowed down the river thin minutes, the well-
befare davn and opened fire with _trained marksmen estabhshed a
..ascreaming hail of Congreve position overlooking the
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Do o they opened fire on the Eritish
- Replying in what Crutchfield advance, throwing it into disarray
- later reported as “a manner. through the superior range and
‘worthy of veteran troops;” the P ol et
. Efaﬁ’f&agg%gm“?“‘ﬁf;“b“m* the " “TheriflemendllLt Col
Sob-eatand ke coverneartha: . | VVilizms —thecommander of
Fiver’s mouth. the Royal Marines —and they do
B fiery stand o lasted a5, yery well nitially because they
‘minutes, during which two had better weapons;” said former
‘houses in Hampton were set Virginia War Museum director
. ablaze by rockets, That's also JohnV. Quarstein,
‘when Capt. John B. Cooper and ‘At 250 yards they can lay
- his York cavalry eompany rode in - dovma withering fire — but the
. from what is now Olde Wythe British can'tfire bacl
and reported the landing of a Not until the raiders brought
second British assault force. upapairof 6-pound field guns
| “Itwas 450 against at least dbe@'“sﬂa‘ﬂ“ngm““d‘d
72,000 attacking by land —and they regain the advantage.
then 30 or more boats attacking Pounding the Americans
y viater,” says Williamsburg grape and canister shot, the Brit-
torian Striart L Butler, retired 15 caught Crutchfield and his
" assistant chiefof the military infantry column just as they ar- _
O e Nutiona]  rived onthe scencand attempted
_ Archives, who describes the towheelinto the wood behind
hattle in his 2013 book “Defending  theriflemen.
"‘thé 0ld Dominion: Virginia and Some of the volunteers, in-

mhﬁamdieWar of 1812

cluding Capt. Samuel Shields'
Elizabeth City light infantry,
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