A NEW WAR OF 1812 HISTORICAL ROAD SIGN HAS BEEN UNVEILED IN LANCASTER COUNTY, VIRGINIA
The ceremony was on December 3rd 2013 at a restaurant on the Rappahannock River where the river battle took place on April 4th 1813. Below is the program and some photographs taken during the ceremony as well as some news releases
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This top portion of the sign was placed in the parking lot of the restaurant for this photo, but afterwards has been installed on route 3 as one crossed the Rappahannock River Bridge entering the county.
The reverse side of the sign shows general information about the war in the area as shown below
[image: L:\LEXCOPY056\DSCN0839.JPG]
The  ceremony was sponsored by the Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia, The Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society and the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library. Financing of the sign was by the Virginia Bicentennial of the American War of 1812 Commission and the Virginia Department of Historical Resources
The program follows:
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Some photos follow
[image: L:\1812 Capture of Dolphin beach.jpg]
Above Stevenson T. Walker (hand pointing to the sign), Past President of the Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society and Jane Henley, President of the Mary Ball Washington Museum and Library unveil the sign. Four members of the War of 1812 Society in the Commonwealth of Virginia carry the colors L/R: Mike Lyman, Charles Belfield, Floyd Brown and Stuart Butler. In the background is the Rappahannock River and in the vicinity of the bridge shown, the American Schooner Dolphin fired the first cannon shot of the War in the Northern Neck of Virginia at the approaching British vessels. Below is a group photo of participants:
[image: L:\1812 capture of Dolphin group photo.JPG]
L/R Melinda Bezirdjian, representing the VA Department of Historic Resources; Dr Cheryl Davis of the U.S. Daughters of 1812 who sang the National Anthem in the inside portion of the ceremony; Mike Lyman, holding the U.S. flag; Charles belfield with the Virginia flag; Stevenson Walker and Jane Henley, previously mentioned, Floyd Brown holding the Star Spangled Banner flag; Stuart Butler, who gave the address during the ceremony holding the Virginia Society War of 1812 flag; Page Henley. Past President Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society; and Karen Hart, Executive Director. Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library

The reverse side of the sign is shown below:
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Above the Star Spangled Banner flag to held as Dr Cheryl Davis sings the words about it in the National Anthem
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Above Jude Degan  of the James Monroe Chapter, gives greetings from the U.S. Daughters of 1812
Below Melinda Bezirdjian, representing the VA Department of Historic Resources gives remarks
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Above Page Henley, Past President Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society shows a cannon ball fired from a British launch during the War on the Northern Neck, similar to the launches that fired to capture the Dolphin. Below, Stuart Butler, the author of the book, Defending the Old Dominion: Virginia and Its Militia In the War of 1812 that contains the details about the capture of the Dolphin is shown by the sign. He gave the address containing the details about the battle. He also represented the VA Bicentennial Commission.
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Introduction of Guest Speaker
Melina C. Bezirdjian
Marker Program Historian, Virginia Department of Historic Resources
Address — “The War of 1812 in the Chesapeake Bay Region”

Stuart L. Butler
Author and Histo
Member, Virg]ma Bmentenmal of the American War of 1812

Commission Advisory
Deputy Councilor, e Samzty of the War of 1812 in Virginia

L ounty ion of C:
EW. "Butch" Jenkins, Jr.
Chairman, Lancaster County Board of Supervisors
‘Wally Beauchamp
Lancaster County Bua\'d of Supervisors
Frank Pleva
Lancaster County Administrator
Robert L. Cunningham
Commonwealth's Attorney, Lancaster County

Closing Remar]
Jo Ann "Jod:" Cooper Kil
it Vies Presidet Nations. U, Daughtersof 1812

Unveiling of the Marker
Jane Henley
President, Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library
Stevenson T. Walker
Membership Chairman & Past President,
Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society

Conclusion
Kathy G. Schuder
Executive Director, Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society
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‘The Commonwealth of Virginia
The Honorable Robert F. McDonnell, Governor
‘The Honorable Mark R. Warner, United States Senate
‘The Honorable Ryan T. McDougle, Virginia Senate
‘The Honorable Margaret B. Ransone, Virginia House of Delegates

e Staare T, Butler, Author & Historian
Mr. Peter B. Broadbent, Jr, Esquire

L o o
Mr. F. W. "Butch” Jenkins, Jr., Chairman, Board of Supervisors
‘Mr. Wally Beauchamp, Board of Supervisors
Mr. Frank Pleva, County Administrator
Mr. Robert L. Cunningham, Commonwealth’s Attorney

rtmen i
Camlme Wlmer, Marker ngnm n Historian
C. Bezirdjian, Marker Program H:swrmn

The Dolphin
On April 3, 1813, one of the largest naval engagements in Virginia
waters during the War of 1812 took place at the mouth of Corrotoman
River. One hundred five British naval and marine forces under Lt.
Polkinghorne managed o subdue four American privateers: Arab,
Dolphin, Lyns, and Racer. The largest ship, Dolphin, out of Baltimore,
‘had twelve guns and one hundred men commanded by Capt. W.J.
Stafford. Stafford stubbornly refised 10 give up when the other ships
were taken, and defended his ship unil he was severely wounded and his
ship boarded.

Special Thanks
Virginia Department of Transportation
NwooT

Willaby's Café
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THE WAR OF 1812
———

Impressment of Americans into British service
and the violation of American ships were among
the causes of America’s War of 1812 with the
British, which lasted until 1815. Beginning in
1813, Virginians suffered from a British naval
blockade of the Chesapeake Bay and from
British troops plundering the countryside by
the Bay and along the James, Rappahammock,
and Potomac rivers. The Virginia militia de-
flected a British attempt to take Norfolk in
1813, and engaged British forces throughout the
war. By the end of the war, more than 2000
enslaved African Americans in Virginia had gained
their freedom aboard British ships.
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Dedication of

The Capture of the Dolphin

Historical Marker

Virginia Bicentennial of the American War of 1812
Commission

Virginia Department of Historic Resources

®

The Society of the War of 1812 in Virginia

Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society

Mary Ball Washington Museum & I ibrary

L)/1/2

-
e

Route 3 at the Robert O. Norris Bridge
White Stone, Lancaster County, VA
December 3, 2013
10am.
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‘Welcome
Karen Hart
‘Eecutive Director, Mary Ball Washington Museur & Library

Presentation of the Flags
Lt Col (USA Ret) Myron "M]ke" E. Lyman, Sr.
Past President, The: Snmety ‘of the War of 1812 in Virginia
Member, Virginia Bicentennial of the American War of 1812
Commission Advisory Cq\lnr_ﬂ
Charles Belfielc
Member, The Society of the War of 1812 in Virginia

Nﬂlonll Anthem
Dr. Cheryl Davis
James Monroe Chapter U.S. Daughters of 1812
Member, Mary Ball Washington Museum & Library

History of the War of 1812 Flag
Lt Col (USA Ret) Myron "Mike" E. Lyman, Sr.
‘Past President, The Society of the War of 1812 in Virginia
‘Member, Virginia Bwentumm.l of the American War of 1812
Commission Advisory Cour

Pledge of Allegiance

eetings.

Jacque-Lynn A. Schulman

Virginia State President, U5, Daughters of 1812

Fourth Vice President National, US. Daughters of 1812
Member, Virginia Bicentennial of the American War of 1812
Commission Advisory Council

"A Family Encounter with the War of 1812"

R. Page Henley, Jr.
Imm, Past President, Northern Neck of Virginia Historical Society

ks
Virginia Delegate Margaret B. Ransone (invited)




