[bookmark: _GoBack]VIRGINIA WAR OF1812 SOLDIERS WHO DIED AT FORT MEIGS IN OHIO ARE TO BE HONORED 
A granite monument at Fort Meigs listing Virginia’s war dead in Ohio from General Joel Leftwich’s Virginia Brigade and from the Petersburg Volunteers is in the making.  (see the below drawings).  The design has been approved by Fort Meigs and has been approved and will be fully funded by the Virginia War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission.  The dedications will occur at a ceremony at Fort Meigs early in the afternoon on Saturday, May 23, 2015
With the approval and dedication of this Fort Meigs monument, the Virginia War of 1812 Bicentennial Commission will have concluded its bicentennial activities, and the Commission will go out of existence on June 30.  Over its seven years of existence it has done a great deal to publicize and made the bicentennial a success in Virginia.
Stuart L Butler who provided the names for the monument has this to say about Virginia’s involvement in the Fort Meigs campaign in 1812 as shown in his book, “A Guide to Virginia Militia Units in the War of 1812”
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The Ohio frontier

tember 2, 1812, Secretary of War Eustis requested from Governor Barbour
‘hundred troops to assist the new Northwestern Army then forming in Ohio
mand of Gen. William H. Harrison. Harrison’s army was to replace the one

rig. Gen. William Hull to British Gen. Isaac Brock at Detroit on August 16,

'S major objective was to retake Detroit and expel the British and their Indian

Michigan Territory. Governor Barbour appointed Virginia militia Gen. Joel
of Bedford County to command a brigade of Virginia militia from the counties of
tCztbell, Greenbrier, Hampshire, Hardy, Harrison, Kanawha, Mason, Monongalia,
' ‘Ohio, and Wood, to march to Harrison’s aid. The brigade term of service was
Jaw to serve six months. Ieftwich was the commandant of the Twelfth Brigade,

Revolutionary War officer- Leftwich’s brigade consisted of two regiments: the

and the Second, commanded by Lt.

nnell of Brooke County,
easant on the W i

ed by John Co
‘Evans of Monongalia County- Barbour selected Point P1

25 rendezvous point.
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, arriving on October 27, 1812. The brigade |c:
ed at Delaware on November 5, 1812, where it

. ”" five hundred Pennsylvania troops under the command of Brig. Gen. Richard

Q,Jannary 14, the Petersburg Volunteers joined the brigade at Upper Sandusky. The
iia and Pennsylvania brigades formed the right wing of Harrison’s army, while his ef
commanded by Brig. Gen. James Winchester. Winchester was already on the
m western Ohio to the Maumee River rapids, where Harrison wished to establish

it to make final preparations to retake Detroit,
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" estelj;s army, instead of waiting for Harrison to join him, quickly marche

oed Americans at Frenchtown on the River Raisin in Michigan. At Frenchtoy
or and his Indian allies surprised and captured Winchester’s army o
813, a defeat which‘ruined Harrison’s plans to expel the British that season
t(; a camp on the Portage Creek, fifteen miles from the Maumee Rapids.
g gld ot join the rest of Harrison’s army at Portage Creek until January
r 1 the treacherous Black Swamp and its frozen lakes and creeks,
0 feet deep. Finally, on 31 January, Harrison’s army arrived at the
blished Fort Meigs, the largest wooded palisaded fort ever built in
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BUTLER > GUIDE TO VIRGINIA MILITIA UNITS IN THE WAR OF 1812
ans left at the post to face the British forces were the Petersburg Volunteers,
did not expire until October of that year.
h the Virginia brigade’s departure at a crucial time in the Northwest, its
ble Harrison to push on in the dead of winter and eventually to establish
ereby, securing the Maumee Valley for the United States. If General Harrison
; e assistance of the Virginia forces, his goals of expelling the British from the
have been much more difficult to achieve. Finally, on October 5, 1813,
n defeated the British at the battle of the Thames, and killed Chief
the brigade’s existence, forty-four soldiers died, a few of whom were
For a more thorough account of the Virginia’s brigade’s experience
: . Butler, Real Heroes and Patriotic Soldiers: General Lefiwich and the
the War of 1812 (Westminster, 2009). ;
Norfolk and Southeastern Virginia
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