SOCIETY PARTICIPATES IN HIGHWAY MARKER UNVEILING OCT 1 2013
A new Virginia highway road sign involving the War of 1812 in Virginia was unveiled Oct 1, 2016 on U.S Route 3 in Lancaster County where it crosses the Rappahannock River from Middlesex County. The sign commemorates the flight of sixty nine slaves escaping to freedom to the British fleet from the Corotoman Plantation on April 2, 1814
Participating from the Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia was 2d Vice President, Stuart L Butler, who was one of the guest speakers providing the details of the event and Past President, Mike Lyman who unveiled the sign and presented the society’s wreath. Below is the unveiled sign, newspaper articles regarding the ceremony, and some selected photos.


Below is a pre-event newspaper article giving details regarding the event

The below photo shows the sign by Route U.S. 3 as it comes from the Norris Bridge into Lancaster County

[bookmark: _GoBack]Below the representative from Virginia Department of Historic Resources describes the sign program. On the left is Lois Williams who sponsored the sign and on the right is Dr Alan Taylor
Note the photo shows the War of 1812 society flag and the society wreath that was presented 


Below photo shows Lois Williams presenting the program

The two below two photos show Stuart Butler talking about the event

Below author, Dr Alan Taylor speaks about the escaping slaves

Below Patrick Heffernan speaks about each slave that escaped

Below Mike Lyman unveils the sign

Below is Mike Lyman ready to present the wreath on his left
Below Dr Cheryl Davis as representative of the VA Society U.S. Daughters of 1812 presents her society’s wreath

After the ceremony Mike Lyman and Stuart Butler are shown with others by the unveiled sign

Below is the after the event news release
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69 SLAVES ESCAPE
TO FREEDOM
—————

About 2400 enslaved African Americans in Virginia
escaped to the British during the War of 1812,
encouraged in part by a proclamation issued on 2.

1814 offering them freedom and resettlement

His Majesty's Colonies.” Three enslaved men
from Corotoman, a plantation two miles west of
here, fled on 18 Apr. 1814, Several days later,
they guided British barges back to carry off
friends and relatives, including 46 children, the
largest group of slaves to leave a Chesapeake Bay

plantation during the war. Some settled in Nova -

Scotta or Trinidad. British reparations later
compensated some owners for departed slaves,
including, in 1828, those from Corotoman.
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New highway marker recognizes flight to freedom
About 40 people gathered alang Mary Ball Road near the Robert O. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge last Saturday
morning for the dedication of a new. highway marker, 69 Slaves Escape to Freedom,” commemorating the flight
of slaves from Corotoman Plantation during the War of 1812, Lois Williams of Irvington sponsored the marker
after she was inspired by the book, The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War In Virginia, 1772-1832, by Dr. Alan Taylor.
Speakers included Dr. Taylor, Williams, Stuart Butler with the Society of the War of 1812 and Patrick Heffernan
(above), & volunteer researcher with Historic Christ Church Foundation. The marker was Issucd by the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources. Photo by Lisa Hintan-Valdrighi
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About 2,400 enslaved African Americans in Virginia

escaped to the British during the War of 1812,
encouraged in part by a proclamation issued on 2
Apr. 1814 offering them freedom and resettlement
in “His Majesty's Colonies.” Three enslaved men
from Corotoman, a plantation two miles west of
here, fled on 18 Apr. 1814, Several days later,
they guided British barges back to carry off
friends and relatives, including 46 children, the
largest group of slaves to leave a Chesapeake Bay
lantation during the war. Some settled in Nova
cotia or Trinidad. British reparations later
compensated some owners for departed slaves,
Including, in 1828, those from Corotoman.
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WHITE STONE—“69 Slaves
Escape to Freedom;” a historical
‘highway marker commemorating
the War of 1812 slave flight from
Corotoman_plantation, the area
that is now Weems, will be dedi-
cated at 10:15 a.m. October L.

The ceremony will be held at
the sign’s permanent location
along Mary Ball Road at the
‘White Stone end of the Robert
0. Norris Jr. Memorial Bridge,
next to the “Dolphin” historical
marker. Parking will be avail-
able along both sides of the
road.

The short dedication cer-
emony will open with Lois

September 22,2016 + A5

marker will recognize flight to freedom

Williams, the marker’s sponsor,
reading the Corotoman over-
seer’s letter of April 22, 1814,
notifying the absentee plantation
owner that a quarter of his slaves
were “carried off by the British.”

Williams will introduce rep-
resentatives of the Historical
Society of the Northern Neck
and the Mary Ball Washington
Museum and _Library—two
groups that have long supported
Historical highway markers in
the Northern Neck, reported
Williams. A representative of
the Virginia Department of His-
toric Resources will deseribe
jts historical highway marker
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program, and the marker will be
unveiled.

There will be brief remarks
by three historians of the mark-
er’s topic. Stuart Butler is author
of Defending the Old Domin-
ion: Virginia and Its Militia in
the War of 1812, and has writ-
ten about Virginia slaves who
fled to British ships. Dr. Pattick
Heffernan compiled the on-line
database, “Corotoman Slave
Histories,” with' one section,
“Flight” presenting what is
known abouit each of the escap-
ing slaves.

Dr. Alan Taylors book, The -

Internal Enemy: Slavery and
War in Virginia, 1772-1832,
with a section on the Coroto-
man plantation and the slave
escape, won the 2014 Pulitzer
Prize for History. The Pulitzer
citation described the book as
“An account of why runaway
slaves in the colonial era were
drawn to the British side as
‘potential liberators”

Mike Lyman, represent-
ing the Society of the War of
1812, will lay a wreath at the
marker. Cheryl Davis, Regent
of the Cobb Hall Chapter of

the Daughters of the American
Revolution as Regent and also
representing the James Monroe
Chapter of the Daughters of
1812, will lay a wreath and con-
clude the ceremony by singing
“The Star Spangled Banner.”

The marker 69 - Slaves
Escape to Freedom” marker
inscription will read:

“About 2,400 enslaved Afri-
can Americans in Virginia
eseaped to the British during
the War of 1812, encouraged in
part by a proclamation issued
on 2 Apr. 1814 offering them
freedom and  resetflement in
“His Majesty’s Colonies.” Three
enslaved men from Corotoman,
a plantation two miles west
of here, fled on 18 Apr. 1814.
Several days Tater, they guided
British barges back to carry off
friends and relatives, including
46 children, the largest group
of slaves to leave a Chesa-

Scotia or Trinidad. British repa-
rations later compensated some
owners for departed slaves,
including, in 1828, those from
Corotoman.”
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