
SOCIETY CONDUCTS ANNUAL MUSTER AT GRAVES MOUNTAIN
LODGE ON JUNE 25, 2022

The Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of Virginia
conducted its Annual Muster on June 25, 2022, at the Graves
Mountain Lodge, near Syria, Virginia. The Board of Direction met from
10am until 11:30am, followed by a family style luncheon at the Lodge.
Ten Society members attended the General meeting along with three
guests. After the luncheon, former Vice-President General Butler gave a
thirty minute lecture about William Madison, President James
Madison’s younger brother. William Madison was a brigadier general
during the War of 1812 and participated in the war in military
activities in the Northern Neck and in Maryland from September 1814-
February 1815. The county in which the Lodge is located is Madison
County named for the Madison family.

The primary function of the Annual Muster was to install the new
Society officers for the years 2022-2024. As announced at the
meeting those officers are: James Green, President; Kenneth Hawkins,
1st Vice President; Dale Corey, 2nd Vice President; James Russell,
Secretary; Shane Newcombe, Treasurer; Hugh Markham, Registrar;
Carter Furr, Counsel, Peter Broadbent, Historian; Thad Hartmann,
Chaplain; and Paul Walden, Vice-President General.

A highlight of the meeting was the announcement of the two winners
of the Essay Contest sponsored by the Society. The winners’ names
and their entries will be announced in a separate posting.

Following the luncheon and lecture, the Society adjourned at 1;45pm to
conduct a grave marking ceremony at the Piedmont Episcopal Church
Cemetery in nearby Madison, Virginia. The current rector, the Reverend
Ann West, opened the church grounds and church Parish House, and
officiated at the ceremony honoring Surgeons Mate, William Tunstall
Banks, who served in the War of 1812 in Colonel Archibald Ritchie’s 6th

Regiment of Virginia militia. Included in this post is a copy of the
proceedings of the ceremony honoring William Banks.



President Paul Walden swears in new officers: Left to Right: Paul Walden,
incoming President James Green; Kenneth Hawkins, 1st VP; Hugh Markham,
registrar, and Thad Hartmann, chaplain.

Paul Walden ties on the Presidential chain of office to James Green.



Current Vice-President General Stuart Butler swears in new Vice President
General, Paul Walden.

Registrar Hugh Markham swears in new member, James G. Russell while new
President James Green looks on.



President Paul Walden and Vice President General Butler Unveil War of 1812
marker at the tomb of Surgeon’s Mate William Tunstall Banks.

Left to right: Hugh Markham, Stuart Butler, Paul Walden, Mike Lyman, Thad
Hartmann, and James Green.



Paul Walden makes remarks before the unveiling of the War of 1812 marker

Left to Right: Hugh Markham, Stuart Butler, Paul Walden, Rev. Ann West,
Mike Lyman, and James Green. Many thanks to the Reverend West for
opening her church and grounds and for officiating at our ceremony.



View from the Graves Mountain Lodge









Gravestone for 2nd Surgeons Mate, William Tunstall Banks


