
War of 1812 Solder’s Remains Are Moved to Tavern He Owned
Captain Griffin Henry Foushee’s remains were removed from a cornfield in a ceremony, Oct 15 2022 to Rice’s Hotel Hughlett’s Tavern in Heathsville, Northumberland County. The event was captured by the local newspaper on their front page as shown below, which provides many details. The event was organized by Col (Ret) George Beckett, assisted by James Russell of the War of 1812 Society and others.  A horse drawn wagon was used to move the stone and was guided by the society color guard.


At the tavern Beckett presides by the gravestone. Wreaths have been presented. Below the gravestone with remains are carried to the new site by the tavern to be set.


Above the Color Guard Advances
                                                        Below is the horse & carriage that was used
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pracession braught Foushee's remalr

Funeral procession reunites tavern and former owner

by Jackie Nunnery
HEATHSVILLE—A year-long pro-
cess and ajourney from comfield o
plice of prominence came toan end on
Saturdsy, October 15, ith a solemn
and historical procession along Back

Streetin Heathsvill
se-drawn hearse escorted

Withah
b

2 War of 1312 Sociely of Virginia
color guard, riderless horse, mourn
ers, the Kilmamock & Distrit Pipe
Band and members of Heathsville

5, the remains of
Griffin Henry Foushee (1793~

1844) were brought to a final resting
place in front of his former business,
Rice's HotelHughletfs Tavern,
Foushce purchased the avern from
John Hughlett in 1823, “He built a
Home right over there,” George Beck-
it said, poininga short distance avay
o where an emergeney medical sr-
vices arage currently stands, “Prob-
ably (0 keep an ¢ye on his money;
Beckettadded n asight et
Beckett, a member of the War of
1812 Society of Virginia, spoke
fev words about Foushee and high-
lighted the work of many that went

into making the move and ceremony.
possible.

“We welcome you back fo a place
of honor?” Beckett said as a large
crowd gathered near the tavern.

Marsha Benya and Hilary Derby
did much of the historical sleuthing
regarding Capt. Foushee. Accord-

fo their research, he served in
the War of 1512 and returned to the
prosperous family businesses in Nor-
thumberland County at war's end in
1815. During his ownership of the
tavern, he doubled i size and added
the second story. He later leased the

building to Thomas Hughlett for
an annual rent of $230, before sell-
ing the business in 1835 to William
Harding for $3.000.

Beckett said that after Foushee
Soldthe tavern, “He continued to
‘expand his businesses, selling fish by
the boatload in New York and sell-
ing com in the Northern states. His
understanding of business propelled
him (0 become very rich” Foushee’s
prosperity though, came t0 an end in
1844 when he died of an infection
after being stuck by a fish.

Beckett thanked “the Davis family

on_whose property Foushee was
buried. the legal work of Matt Terry.
and deep gratitude to Gerald Sellers
of Curre Funeral Home for countless
hours of expertise o make this cer-
emony happen.” Robert Hundley also
donated his horses for the ceremony

The ceremony was sged during.
the October Heathsyille Farmers
Market. sponsored by the Rice’s Hotel
Hughletes Tavern Foundation.

Benya has marked Foushee's origi-
nal gravesite in a ieldalong Millwood
Lane near Lotisburg in Google Maps
for those interested.
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