A FEBRUARY 1813 EVENT IN VIRGINIA DURING THE WAR OF 18712
Did you know that on February 6, 1813, British Vice Admiral John B- Warren
issued a proclamation that officially notified that Great Britain was establishing

By the Right Fonourable S;ih JOHN BORLASE WARREN,
Bart. K. B. Admiral of the Blue, and Commander in Chicf
of His Majefly’s Ships and Vefféls employed, and to be employed,
on the American and Weft Indian Station, &Pc. &Pc. EFc.

A PROCLAMATION.

HEREAS His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent hath caufed his pleafure to bs

fignified to the Right Honourable the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty, to
dire&, that in confequence of the Amecrican Government having refufed to conclude a
ceffation of Hoftilities by Sea and Land, I fhould inftitute a firi& and rigorous Blockade
of the Ports and Harbours in the Bay of Chefapeake and of the River Delaware, in the
UniTED STATES oF AMERICcA, and maintain, and enforce the fame, according to the ufages
of War in fimilar Cafes. And likewife that the Minifters of Neutral Powers fhould be duly
notified that from this time all the meafures authorifed by the Law of Nations will be adopted,
and exercifed with refpeét to Veflels which may attempt to violate the faid Blockade.

I DO, therefore, hereby require and dire& you to pay the utmoft regard and attention to :
His Royal Highnefs the Prince Regent’s Commands as hefore mentioned, and by every means
in your power to maintain and enforce the moft ftri and rigorous Blockade of the Ports and
Harbours in the Bay of rhe Chefapeake and of the River Delaware, in the UNITED STATES
or America, accordingly.

Given under my Hand, on Board His Majefty’s Ship San Dominco,
at Anchor in Lynn Haven Bay, in the Bay of Chefapeake, in
the United States of America, this fixth day of February, 1813.

JOHN BORLASE WARREN,

Admiral of the Blue and Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &c.
7o
The Refpective Flag Officers and Captains, Commanders
and Commanding Officers, of His Majefly’s Ships_and
Veffels employed, and to be employed, on the American
and Weft Indian Station, and all others whom it may
€conicern.

By Command of the ADMIRAL,

GEORGE REDMOND HULBERT,
= Secretary.

GOD saveE THE KING.

Proclamation of blockade, February 1813 (The National Archives, UK.)

a naval blockade of the Chesapeake Bay and Delaware River? Thus began the

presence of British naval vessels in those waters that would last until the end of
the war in February 1815-
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